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. The Contents of the LETTERS. 
T*HE Firſt Letter diſcovers by what 


means, and upon what mottves, the 
| Retormed K eligion, according to 
the Calviniſtical way, was eſtabliſh 4 -in 
the United Provinces. 


...:T be Second and T hird give an account 
Cw Fog vi" hed "wy 4 

of all the different Religions; that ure ” 

thoſe Provinces, and their principal*Opx- 


[111/18 


_The Fourth and Fifth prove,That the 
United Provinces cannot be ſatd, to be an 


Eftate of the Reformed R cligion. 


5 The Sixth makes it appear,T hat, though 
the Dutch were the moii Reformed 
A 2 Chriſtians 


The Contents of the Letters. 

Chriſtians in the World, yet were it au. 
att of temerarions Imprudence tn 

the Religion, to C —_ 
together, for their Relief, in the War 
between Them and the moſt Chriſtian 
King. And that, of the Proteſtant-Can- 

tons, of Swilſerland, thoſe were brghly to 
be blam'd, which refus'd to raiſe ; 
for bis moſs Chriſtian Majeſty ; as was 
alſo that of Berne, which having granted 
bis moit Chriſtian Majeſty Regiment, - 
kept ſo much ſtir, to binder its Serving 
e2ainft tbe Dutch. "OR AY 
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THE 


RELIGION 


OF THE 


DUTCH. 


The Faſt LETTER. 


Reverend Sip, 


Hough I have alwaies known, and look'd you, 2s 2 

molt zealous man in the Calviniftical pe! , yet 1 

_ __ imagind, = your zcal would have 

fed you » 45 to induce you, to pronnunce an 

Acathens againſt all thoſe of the Reformed Reljgion,who 

now ſerve the muſt Chriſtian King in the War, whercin he is engag'd 

againſt the Datch. Mean time, you know, that you have run into 

this ſtrange Extremicy, in the Letter you were pleas'd to write 

from Borne, of the 1 5th. of the laſt Moneth, which yet came not to 

my hands till within theſe two daies. You, at the firſt daſh, tell 
me, it is a matter you cannot be ſufficiently afioniſhed at, That an 

Officer, who makes Profeilion of owr Religion, whether he be Sm, 

or French, or of what other Countrey foever, ſhould preſume to 

- ts guy our dear Bretbren in Chrift, the Daxcb, and make it their 

Bulinels to deſtroy that Sandifi'd ck, which bas alwaies been 

the Refuge and Sanfluary of theſe K the Reformed Religion, and t0 


> 


2 The Religion of the Dutch. 

which all Proteftants are in the bigheſt manner oblig'd. You, aftcrwasds, 
make it your moſt earneft entreaty to us, That, out of the tenderne(s 
we ought to have of our Salvation, we ſhould quit owr Employments, 
#nd enter our Selver into the Service of the Dutch, ſo to expiate the Sin 
we bave committed in ſerving againft them. You ſolemnly declare to 
us, in Fine, That, if we r > oware ſight, follow this advice of * 
yours, we are a ſort of damn'd Wretches,never to be retricv'd out of 
the deplorable Condition weere in, and that we not to expat 
any Forgiveneſs For our Crime, either in this World, or that to 
come, no more, or leſs, than if we had finn'd againſt the Holy 
Gholt. As for your Preteſtant-Cantons , you highly celebrate the 
Prudence of thoſe among 'fi them, who have deny'd his Majeſty of 
France any Forces, in his unjuſt War, as you are pleas'd to call that, 
wherein he is now involv'd, againſt the Dutch, Beſides, you high- 
ly condemwi thoſe, who, having ſupply*d him with fugh Forces, have 
not bcen4 nate un the recalling of them, and have not been dif- 
fatish'd, to ſee them cmploy'd, in attacking and maintaining, the Ci- 
ties which have been taken from the Szates-Genersl. 


I (hould not have been much ſtartled, if I had recciv'd ſuch a Let- 
ter from the Minifter of ſome Coantry- Village, or from ſome perſon 
whoſe abilities rais'd him not above the ordinary Rate of men. But 
I muſt acknowledge my (cl ſurpriz'd, as much as man can be ſo, to ſee 
that you, Reverend Sir, who arc a Profeſſor of Divinity, and have the 
xeputation of being one of the moſt cxperienfed - men of Swiſſerland, 
eſpcdally upon the ſcore of Politicky, ſhould write me 2 Letter fraught 
with things very ſtrange and extravagant, and Maximes abſolutely in- 
conſiſtent Rich fond Sence,and Realon, and contrary even to the end 
you have propos'd to your (elf, which is, doubtleſs, the | 
and propagation of our Reform'd Religion,and of the Churches which 

it. lundertake to make a clear juſtification of the truth of 
the things which I advance, and to tet = ſee the Miſtake you lyc un- 
der, and with what injuſtice you have ſo ſlightly pronounc'd the Sen- 
tence of Condernnation,again(t all thoſe of the Reform'd Religion, who 
ſervethe moſt Chriſtian King,in the War which he is now concemn'd in 
agdinit the, Dutch, 


Tothat end, it is my. debgn, to ſhew you, ſomewhat at large, of 
what nature the Religion of the Dwvcb is, and what ſanity is to be 
attributed to their Republick,z and thence it will appear,how highly 


The Religion of the Dutch. 3. 
the Proteſtants are concern'd to wiſh the preſervation of it. And when 
that is done,[ ſhall afterwards prove, That though the Hollanderr were 
the moſt reform'd of al} People, in their Religion, as well as in their 
morality z yet you would not have any reaſon,co condemn either thoſe 
private Perſons of their Perſuaſion, who ſerve againſt them 3 or yet 
thoſe of your Centons, who have ſupply'd the moſt Chriftion King 
with Forces, upon this occaſion, 


T muſt acknowledge, That if we conſider the Dutch Confeſſion of 
Faith, and the Cathechiſm they uſe 3 it cannot be denyed, but that 
they profeſs the ſame Religion, with that which is received at Gene- 
vs, and in your Proteftant-Cantons. But in the mean time, this is to 
be noted, That though they make an external Profeſſion of the ſame 
Religion with yours,yet their ConduRt and Deportment do evident- 
ly demonſtrate, that they make not any account of it, or that they 
believe it notat all, To that end, it is requiſite,that I make a _ 
er enquiry into things, and go to the very ſource,and give you a dil- 
covery,by what Degrees, and by what Means,this R was eſta- 
bliſhed in the State, and the different Condut which the Staresr-Ge- 
neral have obſerv'd, in reference thereto. 


I an of opinion, in the firſt place, That there is not any neceſlity of 
my telling you, that was neither the cauſe, nor the pretence, 
the and ſcditions of the Low-Comntries ; 
and that it was not that ſcore, that the of ſeveral Pro- 
OE AA lo days thee Eire dnt pee 
ny at laſt to im, and to ſhake 
his Dominion over them, - 


id oy of the Country, as the Prince of Oronge, the 
Count of Egmont, and Count Horne, were extrcamly cxaſperated, to 
ſee, that Cardinat de Grawele, a Forreigner perſon of very 
obſcure Parertage, had the revana 
ſupreme Arbicratot of all Aﬀairs;' and co think,thar they them(clves 
md not any authority in the Government, They maintained in the 
mean time, That the ſaid anthorkty belong'd w them, of Right, upon 
the ſcore of their merit, that of their birth, that of the great Eſtates 
= were poſſeſs'd' of, and that of the Services they had done the 

cate, ; 
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The Ecckcfiaſtical party were moſt highly disguſted, upon this ac- 
count, That their Abbeys, their Priorics and their Ec were to 
be abliſhed, for the Raiſing of a Revenue for the new Biſhopricks, 
which had been erected 3, as alſo for that they had ſet over them cer- 
fain-Pcrſons, who devour'd their annual profits, and who cenſur'd 
their ConduRt, and their Manners. To which thcy added another 
grievance, That,according to the deciſions of the moſt learned Law- 
yers of the Country, it was an impi ty, to convert the Goods of Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Perſons to any other Uſe,than that wh: reto they had been 
_ by the Wills of thoſe, who had made the. donations of 
[ . 


- The Magikrates of Cities and Corporations made their Complaint, 
That they had-deny'd audience to the States, who had dclir'd a tree 
Aſſembly, that there might be a common conſultation, about the re- 
medy, moſt Jikely to promote the remedying of their grievances;and 
that there had been new and inſupportable impoſitiuns laid upon 
them, not only without the Conſent of the Eſtates, but alſo in ſpigtit 
of thcix oppatidg 


The ordinary People loudly declar'd, That the King of Spain ' 
would haye aboliſh'd the ancient form of their Government, to the 
ſubverſion of their Lawes and Culſtomes, that he might thereby intro- 
duce a Tyrannical dominion, like that which he made Ute ot,fer the 
Government of ſome Kingdomes of Spin, that of Noples, and: the 
Indies. In a word, the Grandees, the celefiaſtichs, the Magiſtracy,and 
the common. ſort of People , had all a particular occahon of diſcon- 
tent 3 but they had alſo one which was common to them all, Above 
all things they had an cxtream horror for the Inquiſition, which had 
been eſtablillyd amongſt'\them out of a Fear, that unfespretence of 
Keljgion, ſome delign be carried on, agaipſt the Liberties. and 
Eſiates of all. - Jt was for the ſame reaſon, that the Iahabirants of 
the Kingdom of Naples, and of the Dutchy of Milan, would not en- 
dure the eſtgbjilunens of the Jagwſition awongſt them, though nei- 
ther of thaſe two Countrics ever had any. delignny, to deſert the do- 
Ctiine and Worſhip ot the Raman» C atbolick, Religion. 


Mofſi part of the Inhabitants of ghe Low-Conntries were, at the be- 
ginning, ftrorgly inclin'd to the profellion of the ancient Religion 4 
and yet they could not endure, that any man ſhould be put to death, 

© upon 
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upon the ſcore of any Religion whatſoever. And though that crue!- 
ty gave them not any occaſion of Fear for themſelves,yet did it how- 
evcr raiſe in them a compaſſion for their fellow-Citizens. Howe're 
it were, whether out of pity to others , or by way of precaution for 
themſelves, thoſe EE were extremely jealous of their liberty, 
and for th: con(ervation of their Lawes and Cultomes, which, at 
belt, are but Temporal things, contributory to the conveniencics 
the preſent life. could yet much leſs endure to be depriv'd of the Spi- 
ritual things, which relate to the {crvice of God, and cteznal Salva- 
(10. 


In the yezr 1565, The greateſt Lords of the Country, and ſeveral 
Gentlemen, conſiderable upon the ſcore of their extraction, of whom 
moſt were Cath)licks, entred into an Alliance, for the preſervation of 
their municipal Laws, and for the abrogation of the ſanguinary E- 
dicts which had becn made for the Ettabliſhaent of the Inquiſition. 
In purſuance of this firſt Treaty of union, was it, that they preſented 
to Margaret, then Govcrneſs of the Low-Comntries, that famous Pe- 
tition, which occaſion'd the firſt inſurreions, and which procur d 
them the denomination of Beggars, which was theu given them, and 
which they could not get off for along time : - Aftex | the Treaty, of: 
Gawnt, all the Catholick Provinces, ſave only that of Luxemburg; cn- 
ter'd into an Alliance with thoſe which were already conkederated,, 
_for the ſeeurity vf their Lawes, their Privileges, and their Liberty. 
The Alliance of Union,and Armes,which.they had contraQed,again(t 
the Spaniards, was immediately pub!iſh'd in Braſſels, and. contun'd 
by the folema Oaths of the Clergy, the Nobility, the. Gentry, the: 
People, and of the Sznate it (elf, | 


In the year 1578, the Eſtates, as well of the Roman-Catbolick Re- 
Iigion, as of the Reformed Perſuaſion, being aſſembled at the Hagwe, 
did. unanimouſly declaic, That King Philig was develted of the Princi- 
pality of the Loxw-Conntries.. 


In the year 1579, The Eſtates being aſſembled at Urrecht, made a 
new Union, from which they took. the name of the United Provinces. 
And in the 13tþ Article of that Treaty, it is expreſlyorder'd, That 
every, man ſhall be allow'd the liberty Lp, 2a without any. tx0u- 
ble or perſecution.to any one, upon that <> 
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All thee Treaties of Alliance, which the Provinces, as well Co 
tholick, as Proteftant, had made together, for their mutual defence a- 
gainſt the Spaniards, make it evidently appear, That the defign of E- 
ttabliſhing a new Religion was neither the ground ndr motive there- 


- of. Prince William himſelf, in his Declarations and Apologies, did 


alwaiecs openly proteſt, as did alſo the States in theirs, That they had 
not taken up armes for Religion, and that the Provinces had not u- 
nited, in order to the profettion of any one particular Religion. $0 
far was it from this, that it is certain, all the Treaties, as that of 
Gawnt, and the Union of Utrecht, all the Declarations of the Arch- 
Duke Matthias, and of the Duke of Anjox, do loudly eſtabliſh the 
free Exerciſe of all Religions, avd in expreſs terms, forbid the Di- 
ſturbing and Perſecuting of any man upoa that occaſion. 


In che mean time, t they had not, at the beginning, any 
refiction by way ner] motive, for the having i Sa 
publick Religion, yet could they not forbear ing it 
out of a pure intereſt of State. The Inhabitants of the Low-Conntries 
having then, in a manper quite ſhaken off the yoke of Obedience to 
the Magiſtrates, that junRure of time ſeem'd wonderfully fit for the 
E nent of new Religions. . About thirty or forty years before, 
rfien had ſeen budding out afcfh, in G , the opinions of Fobs 
Hu ; in England, thoſe of Wickiiff, and in France, thoſe of the Wal- 
denſes. * All theſe different dotrines were much about the ſame rime 
ſpread up and down amongſt the Belgians, The Prince of Orange 
having 'got out of Germany and France, ſome of the es of 
Luther, and 'Catvin, where their Religions were already tſh'd, 
order'd them to _ in EG by the means of thoſe 
new Doctors, But he himſc ited in a publick profeſſion of the 
Roman Religion, and was unwilling, in the Principality of Oranye, 
to it the Exetciſc of our Reformed Religion, which was other- 
wite welt eſtabtiſh*d it Fravce, But as he had his Proſpects at a 
great diſtance, he cither under-hand, or openly, when he thought 
it moſt convenient, countepanc d, or conpiv'd. at all the Aſſembtics 
which thePevple'made, for the 'Exercife bf all the New Retigions, 
which were of no Tong Standing in the World, | By this means did 
he make account to gam' the of rhe , and, ar one 
time or. othet;' to' his advantage of choſe 'Riligi 
for the execution of his great He knew that'aſt new” 
iſtians, whom he protected in the Exerciſe of Religions, were 10 
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and as many irreconcileable Enemies to. Pbilip, who was 
uel Perſecutor of all thoſe upſtart Profeſſors of R 


In the mean time, Prince William, who had all this while con- 
conccaPd his Sentiments for took a very convenient 
portunity, to lay by the Rowan- bolick perſuaſion, which he had 
till chen profc{s'd, and to embrace that of the Proteſtants, He was 
in Germany, at his Brothers, the Count of Naſſaw, and had been 
forc'd by the Intrcaties of many of his Relations,and ſome Friends, 
baniſh'd out of the Low-Countries, to _ expedition, to endea- 
vour the deliverance of their from the oppreſſion wherein 
it was, and to ſet it at liberty. therefore he ſaw, that he 
___ qt ny aſſiſtance of the Prateſtants, for the getting, of 

ogether, he thought it a fit time to caſt off the Mask, 
by his Manifeſto, That he had deſerted the Roman 
rower, —_ a better Religion, He had alſo in his Eye this 
conſiderable advantage, That by the Settlement of a Religion dif- 
ferent from the Rowan, he rendred the reconciliation between the 
Provinces and the King of Spoin, more difficult, or indeed i 
ble. He had obſerv'd, that ſome of the Cathalick, Provinces 
deviated from the Alliance of Gant, and put themſclves under 
the obedience of Philip > and he faw, that the Catholicks of the 
Confed.xated Provinces would rather have encliani'd him to re- 
aſſume the yoke of their ancient domination. It was his Fear, and 
"with reaſon, That when the diſpute (hould be only about Os Par 


vileges, the NT En. moo of a 
the Eabjas 0 reve n ir Right, fr th _ 

x oy ir 4 
Peace, it would be no hard matter to 'd to 


their Prince. Whercas, on the other fide, having NE dither the 
confederated Provinces, to embrace a new Religion, he thereby pur 
an inſurmountable oblirution to their reunion with Philip. He 
knew that That Prince, who with an yr rnaeyadar perſecuted all 
thoſe who had renounc'd the ancient Religion, would reſolve rather 
to loſe the Low-Corntries, than to grant his Subjects the free Exer- 
ci of anew Religion, There had been a Report ſpread about,thac 
mane dag upon de cturn into Spain,aftcr be had order'd the Con- 
ſome men.craigent for their Learning, and women 

rg Ba theix birth, to be bunt; he would. himſelf be preſent x 


oa þ Creatures, whom he made ſure to his Party, by an inviolable 
as 
cr 
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ſo crue! an exccution 3 and was a ſpeRator of it, as if it had beet 
a delightful Show. 


Many. perſons, therefore, amongſt the Inhabitants of the Low- 
Countries, having embrac'd ' the new Rdigions, the Prince of 
Orange engag'd them by the Bond of Conſcience, and by the D>+ 
ſpair of Pardon, to maintain the Change he had made, that fo 
they might not relapſe under the power of their ancient Maſter. 
Happy was it, for the proſecution of his deſign, that he had made 
this advantage of that Liberty of Conſcience, which he had given 
to all ſorts of perſons; but perceiving withal, that that unbounded 
Liberty, without the eſtabliſhment, and preference, of ſome'one 
Religion, occaſion'd a great confuſion in the Government, he 
thought it neceſſary to make choice of one, which ſhould be the 
pub'ick, and predominant Religion, and the Religion of State. 
Yet had he not as yet abſolutely pitch'd upon what he intended, 
nordetermin'd which Religion he ought to embrace; whether chat 
of the Lutherans, that of the Calviniſts, or that of the Anebapy 
rift ; all thoſe three Religions not making »ny acknowledgment 
of the Popes Authority, or the juriſdition of the Roman Church. 
But he had afterwards ſome reaſons, which oblig'd him to deter- 
mine upon the choice of one, as well for his own private Concern, 
as for that of the State, The Sc of the Anabaptiſts was the leaſt 
conſiderable upon all accounts, and was not much to b* fear'd, as 
well by reaſpn'of the divifions wherewith it was ſhaken, as by rea- 
ſon of * its SeEtators, who, for the moſt part, were perſiTns of a 
very obſcure condition, and of their Sentiments, by which they 
arenot admirted to Magiſiracy, or the Uſe of Arms. For which 
re#ſ{on, the _ of Orange _ not make vb Uſe of them, as 
being not proper for his Deſi e aſpir'd to the principal e 
of the State; and that Religion permitred not its Diſciples B_ 
erciſe any kind of Magiſtracy. He needed the afſiſtance of Arms, 
to maintain and make good the Change he had made in the State, 
and the new form of Government which he had eſtabliſh'd ; and 
the Anabapriſts would not have Arms uſed upon any occaſion. 


The Lutheran Religion was conſiderable, by reaſon of the 
afteQion and Tei if Rod Pater af Germany, who had em- 
brac'de, ys 4 nm thoſe who made profeſſion there- 
of.” ' Prince Waliom- had more mmtanbaban. .— 

w 
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which he had been inſtructed from his Infancy, and he might very 
well hope for affiftance and proteQion from the Ele&ora! Houſe of 
Saxony, of which he had Married a Daughter, to his Second Wife. 
But on the other ſide, he hoped for more conſidetaBle affiſtances from 
the Princes who made profefſion of our Reformed way of Religion. 
That which Quegn E!:z2b&th had Eftabliſh'd in England, was whol- 
ly conformable © ours, as to the Doftrine, differ'd from ie, 
only as to the Form of Government, and the Uſe of Ceremonies. 
The Eleftor- Palatine, who was then the moſt powerful Prince of the 
Empire, did abſolutely profeſs the fame Religion, The King of 
Navarre, the Prince of Conde, and the Admiral Caftillon, amd a 
conſiderable nurnber of other Lords and Gentlemen, and a nume- 
rous people of France, made a publick profeſfion of it. The Prince 
of Orange therefore, hoping to engage all thoſe Princes, by the int- 


tereft of one and the ſame _ to give him | affiftar- 
ces, for the corroboration of the new Republick, thought tit to 
make choice of that Religion for himſelt, and the State. Belides, 


as that Religion was more contrary to that of the Romiſh Church, 
than the Lutheran, fo he thought it more fit for the Common- 
wealth, which he had founded, out of an avertion to the Tyranni- 
cal Domination of Spain. The Inhabitants of the Low-Commrics 
having a ſtrong averſion tor the Spaniardr, the Prince of Orange en» 
deavour'd to perfuade them, That there was no likelſhood, that a 
people fo corrupted, (hould have received directions from God, to 
erve him purely, by the Worſhip of the true Religion. He after- 
wards endeavour d to infinuate to them, ' That our Reformed Reli- 
gion, which was more different from theirs, was, doubtl,ſ5 the beſt, 
and mogyacccptable to God, 


There comes into my mind, upon this occaſion, whatT have 
Read in the Hiſtory of the Indier, That they could not -by any 
means diſpoſe a great number cf perſons of thit Country, to be 
converted to the Chriſtian Religion, becaufe the Spaniards made a 
' profeſſion of it. For, as thoſe poor people had fecn them commit 
ſuch Cruelties, as they had never ſeen any example of before, (o 
they had a horror for their Religion, upon a ſuppoſition that it in- 
ſpir'd them with ſuch barbarous Sentiments, They could not be 
mov'd with the hope of Celettial Felicity, after chey had been told, 
that the Spaniards, together with al good Chrittians, would have 
their abode in that happy place. _ {ſaw no charms in the Glo- 


ICS 


—yY 


A ———— 


= ene mags — eres 


1 —— to I I II GIO _ 


10 The Religion of the Dutch. 


ries of Paradice, fince they were to þe partakers of them with a 
Nation ſo barbarous; and they could not believe, that the Felicity, 
which they put them in hopes of, could fecurg them from the perſe- 
cution of ſo inhumane a people. In a word; they could not be in- 
duc'd to embrace a Religion, which was to condu& them, aftcr 
their death, to live eternally in the co y of apo e, which, 
according to their Sentiment,wasthe molt wicked of any upon Earth, 


The Duke of Alva having exercis'd, in the Low-Countries, as 
firange Crucltics , as thoſe of his, Country had done in the Indies, 
the Inhabitants of Flanders had no leſs an averſion for the Spaniards, 
then the Indians, And as all the rigorous puniſhments, which had 
been inflicted upon the people of the Low-Comntries, were imputed 
to the Roman-Catbolick Religion ; ſo the Prince of Orange did 
cunningly make uſe of that prejudgment, to induce them to em- 
brace a Religion, contrary to that of the Spaniards, which had. 
made them endure fo many Calamitics, 


It was in the Year 1572. that that Religion, which was recciv'd 
in your Proteſtant-Cantons, at Geneva, in the Palatinate of Germany, 
and inthe Churches of France, was cſtabliſhed in the Confederated 
Provinces, for the ogly publick Religion. And yet they put a diffc- 
rence in it, which you will think very conliderable, if you conſult 
the Sentiments of your firſt Reformers, thoſe of the Dodtors 
who were their Succeſſors, and the conſtant praftice of your Prote- 
ſtany-Cantons, and of all.the Eſtates of the Reform'd Religion. For 
youknow, that in all the Countries, where thoſe of our Religion 
are the Maſtcrs, they do not ſuffer the exerciſe of any othgg Religi- 
on, nor allow, in all their Territories, a place of habitMon, to 
thoſe who proteſs a different one z whereas the United Provinces did 
not only permit the exerciſe of all ſorts of Religions, but did alſo 
rec as Tyrannical, all the Laws, whereby there was any preſcrip- 
tion made for Upitormity. of Sentiments, upon that occaſion, at- 
tzibiting to them the. name of Inguiſition, fo odious amcnglt 
theme. 


And this Liberty of Confcience,, was, as I have already obſery'd, 
Eitabliſh'd, not only by the Writings. of the Prince of Orange, by 
tle Peace of Gavnt, by the publick and particular agreement, which 
was made for Religion, under the Regency of the Arch-Duke _ 
this 5 
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tbix by the Union of Uiretche; and by ſeveral Treaties which 
have been made with the Cities of the Country, If I miſtake not, 
methinks it may be affirmed, that the Confederated Provinces were 
of our Reformed Religion in particular, while the, Liberty of Con- 
ſcience was Eſtabliſh'd for all ſorts of Perſags, and the exerciſe of 
all Religions was publickly permitted 3 and it was ſo till the Year 
1583. Allche Regulations which the Steter-General have made af. 
terwards for Religion, and the Condud they have been your by, 
in reference to that, arc ſo far from proving them to be of our 
Religionz that they make it evidently appear, that they never were, 
nor are not at all of it. And this, Sir, is what I delign to juſtitic 
to you in the firſt Letter, which [ (ball write to you upon this Sub- 
jet. This is long cnough3 and if I am weary of Writing, 
poſſibly may be more weary of Reading what 1 have Written, Lee 
us then repoſe a while. It will not be long ere you hear from me 
again z mean time, be aCur'd, that I am, 


| Reverend Sir, 
Utrecht, Nay 4th. * 


1673, 
Your =. &e, 


—— — —  ————_—_"---— 
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The Second LETTER. 


| Re-verend $ Ir; 


F you have ſcrioufly reflected ory what I have written in my 
| tir. Letter, I conceive you will readily make this acknowledg- 
| ment, That the United Provinces were not of the Reformed Re- 
| ' ''' Thyion, as tOng as there was not any ſuch Eltablith'd by any pub- 

lick Decree , and that all the Se&aries had as much liberty there, 
as thoſe of the Reformed Perſwaſton. I know well enough, that that 
Liberty of Conſcience, which had been Eftabliſh'd by ſo' many Trea- 
tics, and by fo many publick Acts, was abſolutely forbidden, by. 
the Regulation which the States-General made in the Year 1583, 


Take here, ; expreſs terms, what it contains. 


Since thef@h.s been a permiſſion granted, by the Union of Utrecht, 
to amplifie, to abridge, and change, ſome Articles, when ever the wel- 
fare and ſecurity of the Provinces ſhould ſeem to require it, the States, 
attentively conſidering the XII. Article, have unanimonſly ordain'd, and 
appointed, That the exerciſe of any Religion ſhall not be henceforward 
receiv'd, other then that which is publickly 2aught in the- United Pro- 
| vinces, which is the Reformed Religion, With this proviſo however, 
That if auy Provincer, Members, or Cities of the Popilh Religion ſhall 
be willing to enter into this Alliance, they ſhall be cominud in the free- 
| dome of thelr Religion, conditionally, that they ſign and ſubſcribe the 
ether Articler of this Alliance. 


: Fo render this Ordinance of no effeq, I might, tell youz what 
waullcdg'd, as ſoon as Ever it was palt, by the Cathelicks, and all 
thoſe who were not of our Reformed Religion. Their complaint 
was, That it had been made, contrary to all manner of Juſtice and 
Reaſon, contrary to the-Stipulated Faith of all the Treatics, which 
the Inhabitants of the (yne Provinces had made, and of _ 
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which the Provinces had made mutually one with an other, Thcy 
maintain'd, That, having united themſelves together, for the preſer- : 
vation of the Laws and Privileges of the Country, it'was a great 
injuſtice, to make an Eſtabliſhment of one fingle Religion, ' to be 

the publick Religion, and to deprive the others of the exerciſc of 

theirs, and not toallow them any part in the Government of the 

State, 


But, above all others, the Catbolicks thought it very ſtrange, 
that they, having taken up Arms againſt the Spaniards, only tor 
the defence of their Liberty, ſhould not be allow'd the free cxercile 
of their ancient Religion, asif they had ſpent all their labour, only 
to deprive themſelves thereof, and to acquire Liberty of Con- 
ſcience for others, and to make the Reformed Religion the molt pre- 
dominant, and to raiſe that only into the Throne. Nordid the tol- 
lowers of the other Religions, think they had leſs cauſe, then the 
Gatbolicky, to be diſfatisty'd and diſgulted, 'at that Ordinance, 
which took away the exerciſeand abſolute freedom of their Religj- 
on. They urged, That from the time of their tit intertexture of 
the intereſt of Religion, with that of the State, in the contelt 
which they had with the Spaniards, Liberty of *Conkience had—- 
been Eftabliſh'd by ſo many publick Decrees, that they could not be 
violated, without extremity of injultice. 6) 

The Prince of Orange, without concerning. himſelf much at the 
complaints of the one or the other of the aggrieved Partics, did, for 
bis own private intercſi, and for that of the Republick,proſecute his 
deſign of making an Eltabliſhment of our Reformed Religion, to be 
the only Pwblick Keligion,ot which all thoſe, who ſhould pretend to any 
concern in the Adminiſfirationof the Government, were oblig'd to 0 
make their profeſhon. He had a jealouſie of the Catholicks, upon 
the ſcore of his being afraid, that they might employ their credit, 
to diſpoſe the people to reſettle themſelves under the domination of 
the Spaniards. 'Nor had he any greater liking to the adherents of 
the other Religions, by reaſon of their being. odious to all the reſt 
of the Proteſtants, As therefore thoſe who peofcls'd our Rr formed 
Keligion wene the beii-affefted tohim, fo he thought it convenient, 
tocntruſt them with all the Authority, for the management of pub- 

a Now, 
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Now, Reverend Sir, be your {elf pleas'd to judg, whether theſe 
Provinces deſerve to be called of the Reformed Religion, for this 
reaſon, that, out of pure intereſt of State, and without any Ju- 
ftice, they have made an Ordinarce for the Eſtabliſhment of one 
ſingle Religion, excluſively to all the reſt ? 


But ſuppoſing 1 ſhould grant, that whatever is alledg'd by the 
Citholicks, and the SeQaries, againſt that Ordinance, is groundleſs, 
and irrational, and that they had the jufteſt Reaſons in the World 
tomake it 3 yet I maintain, that the bare making of it is not a 
ſufkcient inducement, for any one to athrm, that this State is of the 
Reformed Keligion. I cannot forbcar acknowledging, that this Or- 
dinance does (o expreſ-ly comprehend the ſentiment of all our Do- 
Qors, that if the Vnited Provinces had as caretul in the executi- 
en of 'ir, as the Eleftor-Palatine, your /Proteftant-Cantons, and the 
City-of Geneva are,it could not be deny/d,but that their State really 
and cruly is of our Reformed Religion. / But 1 think, Sir, that you do 
know, and it you do not know it, I hall make it ſo clearly a 
to you, that you ſhallnot im the leaſt doubt of it, That this Ordi- 
n:ncc has been ſo far from being put into execution, that they have 
always practic'd, and ſtill do practice, what is directly contrary to 
the Contents thercof, 


By this Ordinance, there is an expreſs prohibition of allowing 
any other Religion then the Reformed, in the Provinces 3 and yet 
we there tind the publick exerciſe of many other Religions, beſides 
che Reformed, not to ſay of all thoſe who were deſirons to have it. 
And. that you may not doubt of it, I ſhall here give you a ſhort 
Catalogue of the Religions in that Country, which have an uncon- 
trowlable liberty of celebrating their Myſteries, and ſerving God, 
as they themſelves think ht. 


Be pleas'd then to know, that beſides thoſe of the Reformed Re- 
ligion, there are Roman-Catholicks, Lutberans, Brownifts, Indepen- 
dents, Arminians, Anabaptiſts, Socinians, Arrians, Enthuſiaſts, 
Bnakers, Borreliſts, Armenians , Muſcovites, Libertines, and others. 
And thereare in fhne ſome whom we may call Seekers, becauſe the 
are itil} ſeeking out for a Religion, and do not profeſs any of thoſe 
which are already Eſtabliſh'd. I give you no account of the Fewr, 
the Turks, and the Perfiens, in regard thagy #5 they are not Sets © 

Chriſtians 
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Chriſtians, ſo what I might ſay of them would ſignific nothing to 
the ſubjeR I have in hand. And fince 1 am well fatisfy'd,. that there 
are not any Twrks and Perſians, but what arc in Amſterdam, or hap- 
ly-in, ſome other Sea-Port-Towns, there is no conſequence deduci- 
ble thence, for the Reſidence ob any ſuch in the other Cities of- that 
Country, Nor (hall 1 fay any thing of the Armenians and Muſco 
vitesr, Who are all of the Greek Religion. And as I conceive, that 
there are only ſome Merchants of the one, and of the other of thuſe 
Nations,. and that none of the Natives of the Country. do profcſs 
their Religion.z ſo I do not think there is any perſon, that will.con- 
demn the liberty which is given them, to ſerve God, according to 
the Ceremonies and Precepts of their Religion, And whercas, of 
all the other Religions, and Sets, we find a great number ot p<r- 
ſons, born in that Country, who make an openand publick protcth- 
on thereof, 1] conceive you will not take it amiſs, that 1 thould hcre 
in few words, give you an accountot the Opinions, of all the Rel:- 
gions, which arc in this Country. 


As to the Doors and Profeſſors of our. Religion, I. queſtion not 
but you know, that they alſo differ amongſt themſelves, in many 
things. Voctias, and des Marets have, by their.diſputes, diltrac- 
ed and diithumour'd all the Province of. Holland, where they have 
been ſo violent, one againſt the other, that if men would believe 
either the one, or the other, they muſt, upon pain of Damnation, 
ſtick tothe fentiment of the one, and rcjed that of his Adverſary, 
Voetins did; and till does maintain, That it is Sacriledge, to lcave 
the Eccleliaſtical Revenues at the diſpofal of Slothtul Paunchcs, 
which are not any way ſerviceable to Church or State; That tho 
who are known. by the name of. Lombard, are not to be called, or 
admitted to the Lord's Supper, inaſmuch.as, lending, out Money at 
Intereſt, they exerciſe a profeſſion forbidden by the word of God 4. 
That the Sabbath-Day is to be very carefully and Religiouſly oby 
ſerv'd 3 That we ought not. to Celebrate any Feltival-Day, nv 
not Eaſter, Whitſuntide, or Chriſtmas, That when we ſpeak.ot the 
Apoſtles, Evangeliſts, or Diſcigles of Jeſu Chriſt, we arc not to: 
give any one the name of Saint, and that we are not to ſay, Saint 
Peter , Saint Paxl, Saint Fobn, Saint Thomas, but. to ſay. down- 
right, Peter, Paul, Fobn, and Thomas ; and thatall the Faithful: 
ought to follow a ſevere kind of life, to retrench. them(clves trom, 
the greateſt paxt even of the moſt innocent enjoyments of - 

tr 


_ —_— 


| 


C———— — 


Ss 


> me rr nn BS on nn OE en nee re 


16 The Religion of the Dutch. 


that they may the better work out their Salvation with Fear and 


 Trettibling. 


On the other ſide, des Afarets is oppoſite to Voetirer, almoſt in all 
theſe things, and hath argu'd againſt his Sentiments, with fo much 
Animoſity, as if their Diſpute had been about thoſe points of Relt- 
gion which are moſt important, and moſt neceſſary to Salvation, 
And I think they had not yet ended their Diſpate, it Cocceies had 
not publiſh'd ſome Opinions, which were difplcaſin to both 3 up- 
on which they thought fit to agree together , in order to the op- 
poling of them. 


This Cocceirs was a Profeſſor of the Univerſity of - Leiden, very 
well skilfd in the Hebrew Tonguz, who read the Scripture with a 
continual attention, and has therein diſcover'd many things, which 
were not before known ro any one, and hath penet into the 
myſtical and profound Sence of it. In all the Prophecies of the 
Old and New Teſtament, he almolt every where hnds the Reign 
of Chriſt, and that of Anti-Chrift, which is oppoſite thereto. He 
has difpos'd the ceconomy of the Old and New Teſtament after a 
way not known bcfote, and ſuch as had not yet been Eftablift'd by 
any DceQor. He is the hrſt that has diſcover'd, and taught, the 
difference there is, between the Government of the Church before 
the Law, and that under the Law, and that after the Law, He af- 
firms, That before the Law, the Promiſe took place ; during which 
time of the Promiſe, the Church was free. That to the Promiſe, God 
had added the Law, which, having been at firſt repreſented in the 
D:calogue, contains only an abridgment of the Covenant of Grace, 
and the Commandments of Faith, Repentance, and the Gratitude 
we owe to God; as it appears by the ſence of the Preface, and of all 
the Command: ments in particular. He adds, That after the wor- 


ſhipping of the Golden Calf,God, to Chaſtize his people for th: Idola- 


try, whic' they had committed, had given them a Law, conlifting 
ot Ceremonial and Carnal Commandements, which were not good 3 
having impos'd upon them a Yoke, by the Eftabliſhment of his 
Ordinances and Ceremonies. Whence it comes, that the Law had 
been made, in appearance, a Covenant of Works, promiting life to 
thoſe, who ſhould obey his Commandments, nd denouncing ma- 


t:diftion and death againſt thoſe, who ſhould tranſpreſs them. 
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It is alſo another perſuzfion of his, That the Commandement 
concerning the obſervation of the Sabbath-Day, was one cf thoſe 
Ceremonial and Carnal Commandements, which have been abro- 
ted by Jeſur Chrift, During all the time before Feſus Chriſt 
kad paid the Father the price ot our Redemption, he athrms, That 
all the Faithful were ſav*d, by the Security which Feſws Chrift had 
given for 1s 3 That the forgiving of Sins did not take place, 
otherwiſc than by a connivance of Grace, in as much as Thcy 
were only uader the Promiſe 3 the payment, or fatisfaction, ha- 
ving not been yet made by Jeſus Chriſt, That the Law being 
added, 2s an obligation, did reproach the People with their ſin 
and put them into a mindfulneſs thereof by the Sacritices 3 _ 
that it is upon that ſcore that the Ancient people were under (crvi- 
tude,and in fear of death,till ſuch time as Jeſus Chrift, having, b 
his Blood, paid the Ranſom of our Sins, the Obligation, which 
was in force againſt them, being cancell'd, we have fully and 
perfe&ly obtain'd the pardon of our fins, He is of Opinion, in 
tine, That there is to ſpring wp in the World a Reign of Jeſws 
Chrift, which will aboliſh the reign of Amtichriſt ; ard that, when 
they who ſhall have corrupted the Earth ſhall b: detiroy'd, the 
Church (hall be in a happy condition in the World 3; Aud when 
there (hall be a reſtauration of the Reign of eſxs Chriſt. tetore the 
End of the World ; and that after the Converſion of the Fews, 
and of all Nations, the Catholick, Church (hull ſcatter the raycs «f 
its meridian light and glory, into all Parts of the World. He 
believes Her to be the Ccleftial Hierwſalem, which is deicrib'd in 
the Revelation, the Emblem whereot repreſents to us the condie 
tion of the Church, ſuch as ſhe ought to be in her greateli Splen= 
dour upon Earth,and not that which is totrivioph in Heaven, 


I thought my (lf oblig'd to give you an account of the par- 
ticular Sentiments of this Divine, becauſe he has a great number 
of followers; as alſo for this Reaſon, That Voetiws and des Ma- 
rets condemn his Opinions as Hcretical 3 nay indecd repreſent him 
as a Socinian, in many things. They aftirm, That he is an Inno» 
vator, and give him the title of Scripturarins; as if it were a great 
crime, to be cloſely addicted to tht Scripture, and to make it the 
moſt important of our Studies, There are many other Divines, 
eſpecially ſuch as have ſtudicd under the Profeſſors, whom 1 have 
betoxe named, who obſtinately oppoſe his Scntiments, and cn- 
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dcavour to perſecute, and to procure the condemnation of all his 
Diſciples. | 


It is not requiſite that I ſhould give you any account of the 
Roman Catbolicky, it being notorious to all the World,what 
their Sentiments are, 


You know alſo, what the Opinions of the Lutberans are. The 
famous Confeſſion which they made at Auſbowrg, in the Year 1530, 
has made a ſufficient diſcovery of them to all the World, True 
it is, that moſt of their Doors have Opinions very different from 
their ſirſt Confellion. They are divided amongft themſelves,upon 
the ſcore of very diſconſonant Sentiments, But as that diverſity 
is found only in thoſe of them who are in Germany, I fhall ſay 
nothing of it, They who arc in this Country,keep cloſely enough 
to the Sentiment of their firſt Do&or. Only obſerve here,ia what 
they differ from thoſe who are im Germany, Denmark, and Sweden, 
They do not uſe Auricular Confethion ; They have neither Ima- 
ges, nor Altars, in their Churches; Their Miniſters wear no $a- 
cerdotal habits z They have not the ſeveral Orders of Priefts,Dea. 
cons, Arch-Deacons, and Superintendents, or Biſhops, as they have in 
moſt other Parts. 


The Arminians took their denomination from Arminius, their 
fri Docor, who was a famous Profeſſor in the Univertity of Ley- 
den, They would rather be called Remonſtrants, by reaſon of the 
Book, which they preſented to the States-General, in the Year 
1611, to which they had given the Title of Remonſtrance, and 
which comprehended the principal Articles of their Belief. You 
know the Five remarkable Points, upon which they were con- 
demn'd by the Synod cf Dort, held in the Year 1618, in which 
were preſent ſome Divines of your Cantons, as allo out of ſeveral 
Countries profelling the Reformed Religion, as England, Germany, 
and other plac's. After the death of Arminius, and in the time 
of Vorftins, and of Epiſcopius, a moſt Eminent Doctor amongſt 
them, they adopted many Errours of the Socinians, Nay moſt of 
them have deſcrted the Opinion of their firſt Maſter, upon the 
Point of Predeſtination,and Eternal Eleflion. Arminixs had taught, 
That God had Ele&ed the Faithful, by the previſion of their 
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any one from all Eternity, but that he docs ElcR the Faithful, in 
time, when they actually Believe. He ſpeaks only in very doubts 
ful and ambiguous terms of the Preſcience of God, which was the 
great Fertreſs, in which Arminins ſecur'd himſelf, Theſe fame 
Arminisns of the preſent time believe, That the Do@trine of the 
Trinity of Perſons, in One only Eſſence, is not neceſſary to Salva- 
tion 3 That there is not any Precept in the Scripture, by which 
we are commanded to adore the Holy Ghoſt ; nor any Example, 
or Indication, by which it appears, that the H.ly Ghoſt has b cen 
adord ; That Feſnws Chriſt is not a God cqual to the Father ; 
That Faith in Feſ#s Chrift, by which we are ſaved, hath not been 
commanded, nor took any place under the Old Covenant. Moſt 
of them do make it their ſtudy to avoid that Exprethion of the 
SatisfaQtion of Feſs Chrift, Epiſcopixs, in the mean time afhriws, 
That Feſws Chrift has , by his Paſhon and Death, fo far ſatisly'd 
God, as to render him Propitious to all Mankind, and ready, 
hencefor wards, to reccive all men into his Communion 3 provided 
they, by Faith, embrace that Propitiation of Feſws Chriſt ; So-that 
God being no longer diſpleav'd, there is no Enmity remaining, 
but what proceeds from Men, refuſing to entertain the grace of 
Jeſms Chriſt, They very carncſily ww, the Toleration of all the 
Opinions of thoſe who profeſs Ebriſtian Religion z maintaining, 
That all Chriſtians agree in the moſt Important, and, ſuch as they 
call, the moft Edeatial and Fundamental Points of Religion ; 
That it has not been hitherto decided, by an lntalhble Judgment, 
who they are amongſt the Chriſtians, who have embrac'd the 
Trueft and Pureſt Religion, and ſuch as is moſt conformable to 
the Word of God ; That to the effect all may be mutually united, 
to make up one and the ſame Body or Church, and that they 
ought to love one another as Brethren, and not to have any en- 
mity or animoſity one againſt another, upon the ſcore of cheir 
diſſenting in ſorme Points of Religion, eſpecially ſuch as arc not 
of the moſt conſiderable. That men ought not to force any one 
to condemn,and renounce his own S:ntiments, or to approve and 
follow thoſe of another, They fay, That heretofore amongſt the 
ews, the Pbariſces, the Saddmces, and the Efſent, of whom the 
'&s were very different, and had molt dangerous Opinions, were 
however tolerated by the Fews, and all receiv'd into the Temple, 
to preſent theit Sacrifices and Prayers to God, and to perform all 


the other FunQtions of Religion. If Arminins were to come on 
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the World again,certainly,hewould not own moſt of thoſe who bear 
his Name, to be his Diſciples. And yet there are ſome amongſt 
them, who have not added any thing to his Seatiments. But they 
all agree in this point, That all Chriitians ought to be Folerated; 
either that all-together they might make up but one and the ſame 


Church, or that every one may be allow'd the liberty of his Reli- 
$10Nn, 


The Brownifts have many great Aſſemblics in the Low-Coun- 
tries, They arc a ſort of people ſeparated from the Englih Church, 
and from all the other Reformed Churches. which they think to be 
corrupted, not as to the Dodtrinal Points of Faith, concurrin 
in that reſpe&, with thoſe of the Reformed Religion of Holland, 
Germany, and other places, but as to the Form of Government, 
They equally condemn Epiſcopal Government, and that of the 
Presbyterians, by Confiſtorier, Claſſes, and Synedr, They will not 
joyn with our Churches, for this reaſon, as they ſay, that they are 
nct afſur'd of the Converſion, and' Probity of the Members, 
whereof they conliſt, becauſe they therein ſuffer Sinners, with 
whum men ought not to communicate; and that in the partici- 
pation of the Sacraments, the good contraQ impurity in the Com- 
| munion of the wick:d. They condemn the benediction of: the 
Marriages, which are celebrated in Churches by the Miniſters, 
maintaining, That, being a Political Contra, the confirmation 
of it depends ori the Civil Magiſtrate. They would not have their 
Children to be baptiz'd, who are not Membcrs of the Church, or 
arc not as careful, as they ought to be, of the Children that have 
been baptiz'd, They reje& all Forms of Prayers 3 nay they af- 
tirm, That the Prayer, which our Lord has taught us, ought not 
tO be recited as a Prayer, but that it was given us to be the Rule 
and Model, by which we ought to frame all thoſe, which we pre- 
ſent to God, They reje& the Uſe of Bclls, and Churches, eſpc« 
cially ſach as they ſay had been Conſccrated to Idolatry. 


The Independents are a brood of the Browniſts, Fobn Robinſon, 
an Engliſh man, is the Father of all thoſe who are in this Coun- 
try. They believe, That cvcry Church, or, as they call it, every 
particular Congregation, has in-it C:1f, radically, and effentially, 
whatever is for its condu@ and government, and all Eccleliaſti- 
cal Power and Juriſdiction, That ſuch a Church, or Congregt- 
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tion, is not ſubje& either to one, or more Churches, or to their 
Deputies, or Aſſemblics, or Synods, or to any Biſhop 3 Or that 
any one Church,or Aſſembly has any power over any other Church 
whatſoever, That every particular Church ought to manage its 
own affairs, without any dependence on any other 4 and hence it 
comes, that ſuch as follow theſe S:ntiments, have the denomina- 
tion of Independents, And though they do not think there is any 
necellity of aſſembling Synods, yet they affirm, That if any be aſ- 
ſembled, there ought to- be a conlideration of their reſoluticns, 
as of the counſels of wiſe and prudent men, whereto a certain 
fubmiſſon is duc; and not as definitions, and eſtabliſhments, rc- 
quiring conformity and obedience, They are willing to acknow- 
ledge, that one or more Churches may be aſliſiant to another 
Church, as to advice, and admonition; nay that thcy may rcprove 
ir, if there be any offence; yet not upon the account of any ſupe- 
riour authority, which has any powcr of Excommunication, but 
as a Siſter-Church, declaring, That ſhe cannot have any commu- 
nion with ſuch a Church as hath offended, and does not demean 
-- ſelf, according to the Rules and Commandements of Feſus 
Chriſt, 


And theſe are the Particular Sentiments ofthe Independents, in 
reference to the Government of the Church,” Their very Name 
had render'd them very odious even to the Proteſtants ; but the 
Confeflion of Faith, which their Brethren: of England publiſh'd, 
when they aſſembled at Londvy, in the Year 1651. has made it 
appear, That they have not otherwiſe any particular ſentiment, 
as to matter of Dodcine, but that in reference to that, they con- 
curre in all things with thoſe of the Reformed Religlon. 1 have 
hitherto given you an account of but Three or Four different Re- 
-ligions, or rather Perſuaſions ; but this Letter being come to a con- 
{iderable Length, I will adjourn what I have to fay of the other 
Sets of this Countrey,to the next opportunity I ſhall have to write 
toyou, remaining, in the mean time, *' 


ReverendS'r, 


Your moſt humble, &c.. 
The 
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Reverend Sir, 


Am now, according to my promiſe, to give you an account 

of all the different Secs, or Religions, which are in this Coun- 

try. They, who, in other places arc ca'lcd Anaboptiſts, arc 
known, in theſe Provinces, by the denomination of Mennonites, 
and have deriv'd that Name from Menno, a Man born at a Vil 
lage of Friezland, in the Year 1496, Not rhat the laid Menno 
was the firſt Father of the —_— in this Country 3 but that 
he, having rejeRed the Enthuliaſmes and Revelations of the Pri- 
mitive Anabaptiſts, and their Opinions concerning the new Reign 
of Feſus Chriſt, which they pretended to cliabliſh upon Earth by 
force of Arms, has broach'd certain new do@rines, which his 
Followers have embrac'd, and perfiſted in to this day. 


Their Tencts are theſe; That the New Teſtament only, and 
not the Old, ought to be the Rule of our Faith. 


That in ſpeaking of the Father, the Son, /2nd the Holy Ghoſt, 
there is no neceſſity of uſing the terms of Perſons,or the Trinity. 


That the firſt ProduQtions of the Creation, as to Mankind, were 
not created in a ſtate of Juſtice and Holineſs, 


That there is no ſuch thing as Original Sin. 


That Feſus Chriſt did not take Fleſh of the ſubſtance of his 
Mother, Mary, but of the Eſſence of rhe Father 3 or that the Word 
was changed into Man, or that he bronght it from Heaven,or that 


| it is not known whence he took it. 
"OTE 
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That the Union of the Divine Nature with the Humane, in 
Feſus Chrift, was ſo made, that the Divine Nature was rendci'd 
viſible, ſubje&-to Suffering, and death. 


That it is not lawful for Chriſtians to ſwear, to exerciſe awy 
charge of Civil Magiſtracy, or to make Uſe of the Sword, not even 
to puniſh the wicked, or to oppoſe force with force, or to eng 1ge 
in a War, upon any account, or occaſion, 


That a man may, in this life, come to that pitch of PerfeQion, 
as to have an accompliſh'dPurity, and to be without any dehile- 
ment of Sin, 


That it is not lawful for the Miniſters of the Word to reccive 
any Salary of their Churches, for the Pains they take. 


That little Children ought not to be baptiz'd, 


That the Souls of men, after their death, reſt in an unknown 
place, till the day of Judgment. 


Theſe Mennonites are divided into ſeveral Seas, upon very flight 
occalions, Of theſe Sets, there are two of a conſiderable ſtand- 
ing, whereof one is that of the ancient Mennenites of Flanders , 

other, that of the Mennonites of Friezland, Thoſe of Flan- 
ders exerciſe Eccleſiaſtical diſcipline, with extraordinary ſeverity, 
and excommunicate thoſe of their Se&s, for very trivial miſcar- 
riages. They are of a perſuaſion, That It is not lawful to cat, or 
drink, or to have any communication,no, not as to the Concerns 
of a Civil Life, with thoſe who are Excommnnicated, They, by 
that means, make a diviſion between Husbands, and their Wives 
Children, and their Parents ; maintaining, That: all the Obliga- 
tions of Friend{hip and Society are to be cancell d with thole, 
whom the Church has anathematiz'd. 


Thoſe of Friezland receive into their Communion ſuch as have 
been rej<ed by the other Sets of the Mennonites ; and they cxer- 
ciſe (o great a relaxation in their diſcipline, that they entertain all 
ſorts of polluted perſons into their ſociety; and for that reaſon 
are they called Borborite, or Stercorarii, But a$ there are, even 

among 
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amongſt them, ſome more ſcrupulous than others, ſo they alſo are 
parcell'd into divers Sc&s, upon very ſlight, and trivial occafions, 
I ſhall only give an account of one, by which a judgment may be 
made of the reſt, There is one Sc of them called Mamillarii, 
upon this ſcore, That a Young Man had taken the freedom to put 
his hand into a Young Maids Boſome, whura he was thcn court- 
ing, and, within a few daycs, to marry. Some amongſt them 
maintain'd, That he ought to be Excommunicated 3 and others 
condemning that ſevciity, there happ:n'd a Schiſm.e, They, who 
would not have the Young Man to be Excommunicated, were 
called Mamillarii, There are daily divilions, and ſeparations 


amongſt them; and aſſcon as thcy chance to be e3<ed out of one 


Socicty, they find a reccpiion in ſome other. 


Many amongſt the Meanonites have embrac'd moſt of the Opi- 
nions of the Socinians. or rather thoſe of the Arrians, concerning, 
the Divinity of Feſus Chriſt, They generally prefs that Toleration 
of all Secs, which is ſo earneſtly recommended by the Arminians. 
It is thzir perſuaſion, That they ought not to expcell. out of their 
aſſemblies, any man who leads a devout life, and acknowledges, 
That the Holy Scripture is the Word of God, though the {ame 


' Min docs not agree with the othcrs, in many things which arc 


accounted Articles of Faith, Theſe laft are, by the others, called 
Galeniſts, taking their name from one Galenss, a Phyſician of Am- 
{terdam, a very Eloquent, Learned, and well-Expericnc'd Man, 
and one who is charged to be an abſolute Socinian, 


The Socinians deny the Divinity of Feſus Chriſt, the Exiſtence 
of the Holy Ghoſt, Origioal Sin, the SatisfaGtion of Feſns Chriſt, 
the ReſarreQion of the Reprobate, and the Reaſſumption of the 
ſame Bodies which the Faithful had, during their ab.de in this 
World, Their publick Aſſcmbli-s are forbidden, but they lurk 
under the names of Arminians and Anabaptifts, They have allo 
thcir ſecret Aſſemblies, in which they are very fervent in Prayer 
t God, with groaning and weeping. They make it their Com- 
paint, That they are odious to, and abominated by moſt Chriſtians, 
upon th: ſcore of the do@rine which they profeſs, They aftirm, 
That they have no latereſt in the maintaining of jt, ſave only the 
p.rluaſion they have of its truth, and the zeal of aps 
to its only individual, and Sovercign God, the Father of cur Lor 


Jeſus 
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Feſus Chrift, the glory of his Divinity, They are further of opi- 
nion, that having been confirm'd in their Faith by the reading of 
the Word of God, and by the Books which have been written 
againſt them, they make it their carneſt and humble Suit to that 
great God, That, if they are in any error, he would diſcover it te 
them, that they may renounce it, and give his Truth the glory. 
Their converſation is holy and without xeproach, as far as men 
can judg by what they fee 3 and that converſation is abſolutely mo- 
dell'd according to the Precepts of Feſws Chrift ; and it externally 
appears, that ſince they are not much concern'd for the things of 
this World, their care is the greater, to perform the works of De= 
votion and Charity, and to promote the Salvation of their Souls, 
They wholly employ themſelves in the reading of theWord of God, 
in which they are ſo well vers'd, that molt of them ſeem to have it 
by heart, In the Aſſemblies they make for their exerciſes of Piety, 
all chat are preſent have the liberty of ſpeaking. One amongſt them 
begins to read a Chapter of the Scripture; and when he has read 
ſeveral Verſes of it, till he has come to a full Paragraph, he who 
reads, and they who hear, do reſpeQively give their Sentiments, 
concerning the ſence of the words, which have been read to them. 
But what is moſt ſurprizing, is, that though the greateſt part of 
them be illiterate, and men of no ſtudy at all, as being Merchants, 
or Tradeſmen, yet they all ſeem to have a particular Talent, for the 
underſtanding, and expolition of the Holy Scripeure. Nay it is 
reported, that the Learned amongſt them, who have written Com- 
mentaries, or Annotations, upon the Holy Scripture, have every 
where done very well, fave only in thoſe places, where their own 
prejudgments have engag'd them to accommodate the Scripture to 
their own Erroneous Sence. So that it may be ſaid of them, as I 
think L have heard it heretofore ſaid, of Origen , Ubi bent, nemo 
meliks, ubi male, nemo pejis , Where be had done well , no man 
could bave done better 3 and where be had done ill, no man could do 
worſe. 


Having given you this Summary account of the Socinians, my 
next work is to give you that of the Arrians, Thoſe lalt are very 
numerous in this Country, and many amongſt the Soeinians have 
embrac'd their Opinions. © You know what were the Sentiments 
of the Arrians, concerning the Birth of Jeſw Chrift, They be-, 
iey'd, Thatthe Werd, che Inelied, and the rd of Grd, bud 
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hadbzen created bsfore all the Creatures 3 That God hid made Uſe 
of it, in th? old Teltamznt, as of an Interpreter of a Mediator, 
when he had ſomething to declare, to the Patriarchs and Prophets, 
That that word, had, ; a voluntary annihilation, animated the 
Body of Jeſus Chriſt, as the Spirit of Min animates his Body, the 
Word having taken Fleſh only, without Soul, and without Spirit. 
Nay they were alſo of a perſuaſion, That all the Souls of other men 
were Spirits, ſaublilting before the Bodicz, and that they aſſum'd 
not thename of Souls, till ſach time as they actually animated 
their Bodies. Chriſtopher Sandius, a Gentleman of Poland, Son to 
a Councellor of the Ele&or of Brandeburgb, was the Reſtaurator of 
the Arrian Se& in this Country. His habitation, for ſome Years 
palt, has ben at Amſterdam. Among other works, he has written 
two Books which I have ſeen, whereof one is entituled, The Pars- 
doxall-Interpretations of the Four Evangelifts, The other is, An Ec- 
cleſiaftical Hiſtory, in which he proves, or pretends to prove ; That 
all the Dofors, commonly called the Fathers of the Church, who 
flouriſh'd from the time of the Apoſtler, to that of Arrius, had the ſame 
Sentiments as he had, concerning the Myſtery of the Trinity. 


The Borrelliſts had their name from one Borrell, the Ringleader of 
their Sc,” a man very Learned, eſpecially in the Hebrew, Greek, 
and Latine Tongues, He was Brother to Monſicur Borrell, Am- 
baſſador from the States-General, to his moſt Chriftian Majcliy. 
Theſe Borrelifts do, for the moſt part, maintain the Opinions of the 
Mennenites, though they come not to their Aſſemblies, They have 
made choice of a moft auſtere kind of Life, ſpending a conlidera- 
ble part of their Eſtates, in Alms-giving, and a carcful diſcharge of 
all the Duties incumbent upon a Chriſtian. They have an averfion 
for all Churches, as alſo for the Uſe of the Sacrament, publick 
Prayers, and all other external FunQtions of God's Service. They 
maintain, That all the Churches which are in the World, and have 
been ever ſince the death of the Apoſtles, and their firſt ſubſequent 
Succeſſors , have degenerated from the pure Do@trine which they 
had Preach'd to the World 3 for this reaſon, That they have ſuf- 
fered the infallible word'of God, contain'd in the Old and New Te- 
ſtament, to be expounded and corrupted, by Doctors, who arc not 
infallible, and would have their own "Confeſſions , their Cate- 
chifms, and' their Liturgies, and' their Sermons , which arc 
the works of men, to pals for what they really arc not, to wit, => 
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the pure word of God, They hold alſo, That men are not to 
read any thing but the word of God alone, without any additional 
explication ot men, Another perſuzhion they have, is, That if 
there ſhould be any Aſſembly, wherein men would content themns 
ſclves with the bare reading of the word of God ( however the per- 
ſons who might be deſirous to be receiv'd into it, may demean 
themſelves ) provided they acknowledg the Holy Scripture to be 
the Word of God, they ought to bs receiv'd into its Commu-+ 
nion. 


The Enthuſiaſts , or Quakers, who athrm, That what they lay, 
or do, is by Divine Inſpiration , maintain, That the Holy Scrip- 
ture ought to be explicated, according to the light of that Divine 
Inſpiration, without which it is but a dead Letter, written to Chil- 
dren, and not to perfeRJand ſpiritual men 3 and that it is not the 
true, only, and perfe& Word of God, or the Compleat and Neceſ- 
fary Rule of Faith. They maintain, That 'their own private Spi- 
rit is the true, internal, and ſpiritual Word of God, the Rule and 
the Judg of the Scriptures: That men ought to hearken to, and 
follow that Spirit, and not the words of the Scripture. That a 
man has, within himſelf, and in his own Spirit, an infallible 
Teacher, who, 'if he hearkens to him, will inform him of all he is 
to believe, 'or do, in order to his Salvation. That they who heark- 
en to that Spirit arc unitcd to God, and that ſuch union makes them 
Gods. When they arc in their Aſſemblies, they continue a long 
time in a ſitting poſture, without ſpeaking, and many times with- 
out ſo much as ſtirring, for the {pace of one or two hours; and 
there is nothing heard of them, unleſs it be ſome ſighs and groans, 
till ſuch time as ſome one among them, feeling the agitation and 
ſtirring of the Spirit, riſes up, and ſpeaks the things which the 
Spirit commands him to ſpeak. Nay many times, the Women are 
ſenſible of thoſe motions of the Spirit, which occaſion their ſpeak- 
ing, or holding forth, in the Congregation of their Brethren, 
In their ordinary diſcourſes, they ſpeak of their Ecſtaſies, and Re- 
velations, and will be always ſure, to add very ſevere cenſures of 
«| other Chriſtians. They very vehemently declaim againſt Vices, 
and with great carneſineſs preſs the mortification of the Fleſh. They 
challenge all thoſe who are in the Aſſembly, and conjure them to 


ſpeak, if there be any one that has ought to objeRt againſt what the - 


opiie es iniper'd them co deliver. And this gomfions thaognent 
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diſputes and quarrels, which happen amongſt them. Nay it comes 
topaſs ſometimes, that after they have for a good while expected, 
the coming,and inſpiration of the Spirit, not any one among|t them 
Being ſenſible of its heat and motion in himſelf, they depart from 
the place where they were Aſſembled, without any one's having held 
forth. 


As to the Libertines, they ſeem to have each of them his particu- 
lar Sentiment tohimſelf, But moſt of them are of this perſumſion, 
that there is only one Spirit of God, which is univerſally diffus'd, 
and lives in all Creatures. That the Subſtance and Immortality of 
our Souls, is not any thing but that Spirit of God. That God him- 
ſelf is not any thing but that Spirit. That mens Souls die with their 
Bodies. That Sin is not any thing. That ic is but a ſimple opini- 
on, which immediately vaniſhes, provided there be no account made 
of it. That Paradiſc is but an illufion, a pleaſant Chimera , which 
the Divines have invented, to engage men, to embrace that which 
they call Virtue. That Hef! alſo is but a vain Fancy, which the ſame 
Divines have fram*d, to divert men from that which they call Sin ; 
that is to ſay, to hinder them from being happy in doing what they 
pleaſe, They affirm, in fine, That Religion is only an invention of 
Politicians, to keep the people, by the fear of a Divinity, in a ſub- 
xRion to their Laws, in orger to the better Regulation and Govern» 
ment of the Commonwealth, 


In ſhort, there are in this Country a vaſt number of perſons, as 
I know there were heretofore in England, who go under the deno- 
mination of Seekers. It is the acknowledgment of theſe people, 
That there is one true Religiog, which Jefſws Chriſt has brought us 
from Heaven, and which he has revecal'd to us in his Word 3 but 
they maintain withal, That that true Religion of Feſws Chriſt, 
which we ought to profeſs, in order to the attainment of Salvation, 
is not any one of thoſe Religions, which are Eſtabliſh'd amongſt 
. ChrIftians, They have ſome particular exception to make againſt 

every one of thols Religions, and they condemn them all in gene- 
ral, In a word, They have not pitch'd up.n any one determi- 
nate Religion, as being ſtill concern'd upon the Seekpng* account, 
They read and meditate the Holy Scriptures with great attention. 
They pray to God with a fervent Zeal, That he would illuminate 
_ them in the knowledg of that Religion, which they ought to en 
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brace, In order to the ſerving of him according to his Will, and 
for the acqueſt of that everlaſting Felicity, which he has promis'd 
his Children. 


I ſhould not think, that I have given you an account of all the 
Religions and Perſuaſions of this Country, if 1 ſhould omit the 
ſaying of a word, or two, of an Iluſtrious and Learned man, 
who, as I have becn afſur'd, has a great number of Followers, and 
thoſe, ſuch as keep cloſely to his Sentiments, He is a man, by 
birth a Few, whoſe name is Spinoſa, one that has not abjur'd the 
Religion of the Jews, nor embrac'd the Chriſtian Religion ; So that 
he continues ſtill a moſt wicked Jew, and has not the leaſt tinQure 
of Chriſtianity, Some Years ſince he put forth a Book, entitulcd, 
Traftatus Theologo- Politics, wherein his principal deſign is, to de- 
ſiroy all Religions, and particularly the Fewiſh and the Chriſtian, 
and to introduce Atheiſme, Libertiniſme, and the free Toleration ot 
all Religions. He maintains, That they were all invented, for the 
advantage and conveniences, which the Publick receives thereby, 
to the end that all perſons ſubjet to Government may live hon«it- 
ly, and obey their Magiſtrates, and that they may addict them- 
ſelves to Virtue, not out of the hope or expectation of any rc- 
ward after death, but for the intrinſick excellency of Virtue in it 
ſelf, and for the advantages which accrue to thoſe who follow ic, 
in this life, He docs not, in that Book, make an open diſcovery of 
the opinion which he has of the Divinity, but he docs however ſo 
far inſinuate it, as that we may gueſs at his meaning, whereas in 
his Diſcourſes, he boldly athrms, That God is not a Being endow'd 
with Intelligence, Infinitely-Perfe, and Bliſsful, as we imagine 
him to b:3z but that he is not any thing elſe, but that Virtue of 
Nature, which is diffus'd into all the Creatuxes. 


This Spinoſa is now living in this Country, His Reſidence was, 
for ſome time, at the Hagae, where he was viſited by the Virtwoſi, 
and all others w etended to more then ordinary Curiolity ; 
nay by ſome you ics of Quality, who pride themſclves in be- 
ing more ingenious, then is requitite for their Sex. His followers 
are ſomewhat cautious in diſcovering themſelves, becauſe his Book, 
before-mention'd,does abſolutcly ſubvert the very Foundations of all 
Religions, and has been condemn'd by a publick Edict of the 
$tates-General, and 3 prohibition put upon the Sale of it ; and yet 
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it is publickly Sold. Amongſt all the Divines, of whom there 
ls a great number in this Country, there has not fiood up any one, 
that has preſum'd to write againſt the opinions which this Author 
advances in the afore-(aid Treatiſe, And I am the more (urpriz'd 
thereat, for this reaſon, that the Author, making a diſcovery of 
his great knowledg of the Hebrew Tongue, as alſo of all the Cere- 
monies of the ry Religion, of all the Cuſtoms of the Fews, 
and of the Heatheniſh Philolophy 3 the Divines of the Reformati- 
on cannot ſay, but that the Book does well deſerve, that they ſhould 
take the pains to refute it, For if they ſtill continue ſilent, men can- 
not forbear affirming, that either they are defteftive in point of 
Charity, in ſuffering ſo pernicious a Book to be (catter'd up and 
down without any Anſwer thereto, or-that they approve the Sen- 
timents of that Author; or that they have not the courage and 
abilitics to oppole them. 


And thus, Reverend Sir, have I given you an acccount of the 
difterent Sets of Chriſtians which arc in this Country, and which 
have all, in a*manner, the freedom of Exerciling the Religions 
which they profeſs. I leave you to make thercupon what reflections 
you ſhall think fit. Jt will be no hard matter for me, to deduce, 
from this diverſity of Se&s, ſuch convincing Reaſons, as (hall 
prove what I have before advanced, to wit, That the States-Gene- 
ral are not of our Reformed Religion, In the firlt place, it cannot 
be affirmed, that this State is of the Reformed Religion, upon the 
ſcore of the number of thoſe who make profeilion of it, For, 
though it cannot be preciſely known, what number there are of 
perſons profeſſing the Clviniſtical way of Reformation, which is 
commonly called the Keformed Religion, in theſe Provinces, yct 
this is (till out of all queſtion, That the number of thoſe who are 
not of it, is incomparably greater than that of thoſe who do pro- 
feſs it, Having thereupon conſulted ſome of. the Inhabitants, they 
have afſur'd me, That there may be a Tripartite Divition made of 
the people of theſe -Provinces, and that hree parts may be 
ſomething towards an equality. The one the Reformed Reli- 
gion, another, of the Roman-Catholicks ; and the third, of the 
Settaries. I ſhould never have thought, that the number of the 
Roman-Catbolicks ha4 been ſo great. It is certain, that a conſide- 
rable part of the Inhabitants of Great Cities, and the greateſt part 


| 
| 
8 


of thoſe of the Campaigne, and of the Boors of that Country, 
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are Roman-Catholicks; and there are aſſuredly at leaſt as many of 
thoſe of the Reformed Religion. And it we put together all the 
Feftaries, they alſo, doubttefs, make up a third part of the Inha- 
bicants of theſe Provinces. If therefore the Domination, and the 
Denomination, ought to be dedue'd from the greateſt part, thoſe 
of the Reformed Religion being, at molt, but a third part of the 
people of this Country, cannot give the whole State the Denomi- 
nation of being of th: Reformed K-ligion. It cannot therefore be 
ſuch, upon any other account than this, that our Reformed Religion 
has been Eſtabliſh'd, and the others forbidden, by the publick Edi& 
before-mentioned. It migh* indeed be granted, that it deſerv'd 
that name, if that Ordinance had been put in execution 3 but that 
having not been executed, the name cannot be juſtly given it. Bux 
that being a matter requiring much diſcuſſion, 1thall wave it at this 
time, and make it the ſubje& of my next to you; and ( I (hall 
make no addition to this, ſave only that of aſſuring you of my 


being, 


Reverend Sir, 


Uirecht, May "1b, 
1673- 


Your moſt humble, &e, 
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The Fourth LETTER. 


Reverend Sir, 


Ou have obſerv'd in my firſt Letter, That the Stater-Gene- 
rall have always given Liberty of Conſcience to all ſorts 
of perſons, and allow'd the publick exerciſe, in a manner, 
| of all Religions, You thereby find, that they never exe- 
euted the Ordinance which they made in the Year 1583. towit, 
That not any Religion ſhould be thenceforwards receiv d, nor the exerciſe 
of any 0ther be permitted, then that which. was publickly taught in the 
Seven Provinces, and which is the Reformed Religion, It will be no 
hard matter for me to prove to you thereby, That what external pro- 
fc(ſion ſoever theUnited Provinces have hitherto made of theReformed 
Religion, if we ſearch the buſineſs to the bottom, it will appear, that 
they neither are, nor ever were of it. 
hile the free exerciſe of all Religions was permitted by all the 
publick Decrees, you will certainly acknowledg, That then the 
States were not yet of our Reformed way of Religion. For if you 
make this concluſion, That theſe Provinces were at that time of our 
Religion, becauſe there was a publick profeſſion of our Religion 
made in them, I ſhall, with the ſame reaſon, make this, That they 
were Catholicks, Lxtherans, and Anabaptiſts, becauſe, at that time, 
there was a publick Profeſſion made i them of all thoſe Religi- 
ons. Let us therefore examine, what Ordinances theſe Provinces 
made afterwards, which might give them the name, which they are 
{6 dclirous to have, of our Reformed Religion. I have told you 
heretofore, That it was in the Year 1572, that our Reformed way of 
Religion, ſuch) as it was taught at Gereva, in your Cantons, and in 
the Palatinete of the Rhine, was receiv'd in theſe Provinces, for the 
only publick Religion. But the very Ordinance, which eliabliſh'd our 
Religion to be the publick Religion, Did alſo openly confirm the Li-- 
herty of Conſcience of all ſorts of Religions, with an expreſs Ns 
or 
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for the Diſturbing or Molefling of any Perſon whatſcever upon 
that account, 


The difference there upon this Score, between the Stater- 
General, and all the other Eitates of our Reformed Religion, was 
ſo grcat, that I cannot imagine you ſhou'd think the one and the 
others to be of the ſame Religion. The United Provinces had or- 
dain'd it by a publick D:cree, That the free Exerciſe of all Rel gi- 
ons ſhould be permitted. The Ekefior Palatine, the City of Gene. 
va, and your Cantons did not, in any part of their Territories, 
permit theE xerciſc of anyReligion,ever (o little different from ours. 
I queſticn not but t'at you know, the EleQ-r-Palatine did, at 
the beg'naing, follow the Con'ellion of Auxbowrg , which was 
received in all his Dominions; and that, ſince that time, havin 
embrac'd our Reformed way of Religion, and having elt.bliſh' 
it in his Country, he ordcr'd all the Latherans, who would not 
make profcfſion thereof, to depart out of it. It is deubtilefs, no 
Grall trouble to the Eletor of Brandenbawrg, to ſee that moſt of 
bis Subj &s are Lathrrang, that there are many of them Catbolicks, 
and but very few of the Calviniſtical reformed way cf Religion, 
But, as you know, it is not above ſixty years ſince that Eleoral 
Houſe b:gan to make mow of cur Reſormed Religion, yer 
ſo, that he could not oblige his Subjets, cicher his embrace the 
(ame, or to quit that which they had profeſ3*d for a long time 
before, Fobn Sigiſmmnd, who dicd in the Year 1619. and was 
Grandfather to theEleGtor now reigning, was the firſtRenouncer cf 
the Lutherane Religion, which he and {c me of the Anceſtors had 
till th:n prof. 'd; and firſt the Profeſſion of our Reformed way, 
He pub!iſh'd a Corſellion of Faith, in the Year 1614. In the 

Pretace of it,he ſaies, That it was about eighty Years,fince Fookjm, 

he Second, had renounced the Ceremonies of the RomanChurch; Bur 

that having retain'd a D-tr.ne uponthe Point of the Euchariſt, 
which was not conformable to the Truth,and ſome other things in 
the ba” ng) were not allowable,he had apply*d, himfclf to 
the correQting of all Abuſcs, in order to a full and periet Reforma» 
ton. And yet the greateſt part of his Subjeds, having, near 
fourſcore years before, embrac'd the Lutherane Religion, he was fo 
far fiom obliging them to quic it, and to embrace the Prof lion 
of ours, that, in many parts of his Territories, nay evea at 
Berlin it ſelf, which is. the 4 I City of his Reſidence,he has 
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not the Liberty of having the particular Exerciſe of our Rel'gion, 
for any but himſelf and thoſe of his Houſhold. No doubt but he 
w.{bzs that he could follow the example. of o:her Eſtates, who do 
proteſs it, in not p.rmitting the Exerciſe of any 0:hzr in all his Do- 
ILLCLORS, 


There is not any neceſlity of my telling you; That there never 
was, Ci.hcr at Geneva, or in your Canton, any permithon, I' do 
not fay of the Exerciſe of our Religion, but even of Hibitation, 
. Fr tho whoſe profeſs a Religion different from ours, That 

* being ſo, I aſſure my (elf, of your being perſuaded, that one and 
the fame Relig'on cannot inſpire thole who profeſs it, with 
ſcatiments that.are contradictory, and with an abſolutely opp>- 
ſitc Condutt and deportment. . 


There may be ſome in the World, who would ſay, That in- 
tereſt of State obligcd the Palatinate,the City of Geneva, and your 
C zntons, to proceed one way, and that the ſame interelt of State 
obliges the United Prvinces to take a quite different Courſe, in 
the {ame ca{c, and upon the ſame Occaſion. But I do not imagine, 
that you. approve that ſtrange Maxim of ſome Politicians, who 
accommoJate Religion to the Interelt of State z and I hope, you 
will acknowledge, that they, who do (o, have not any at all. At 
the very time that our Religion was eſtabliſh'd by a publick De- 
cxee, Liberty of Conſcience was alſofolemnly confirm'd;by the Uni- 
on of Verecht,Nay it is expresſly granted, That,as to matter ofReligi- 
an, Every Seignory or Province, ſhould make ſnch regulation as it 
thowght fit, according to its own cuſtomes, It is therefore manifeſt, 
That the united Provinces cannot be ſaid to beof the Reformed Re- 
lizion, according to the Calviniftical way, but only from that time, 
and by Reaſon of the Regulation- which they made in the Year 
1583. But if, as I think I have evidently made it appear, the 
States have no other ground than that,from which they may have - 
the demoaination of being of the Reformed Religion, methinks I 
ſhall without much ado, make it further appear to you, that they 
have not any at. all. 


If then the. Decree made, by which it was e xpresſly or- 
daincd, That there ſhould not be the permillion of any Sion 
ame 


amongk them, but of ours only, does juſtly give them the 
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of a State of that Reformed Religion, the continual ConJuct which 
they have hitherto obſerv'd, in a conflant Praftice of what is quite 
contrary to the Ordinance, does, if I miſtake not, deprive them 
of the Name, which they pretended to, by its Eſtabliſhment, Þ 
do not think, Sir, that you will undertake to maintain, That fot 
a State to be of our Reformed Religion, it needs do no more, than 
make a Decree, by which it declares a Reſolution to profcls ic, 
and not to p:rmit in its Territories the Exerciſe of any other Re- 
ligion 3 when,inſtead of a ſmccre Accompliſhment of what had becn 
rfolved by its Decree,it is (o far from performing of any thing of 
it,that it a&s direQly contrary thereto. I donot imagine you will 
pretend, That State to be of our Religion, by Virtue of aDecree, which 
it makes,and never did put in Execution, You will tcll me,That 
the States-General arc of our Religion, becauſe they affirm ir, and 
make a publick Profeſſion thereof. And I, on the other ſide, 
maintain, that That is not ſufficicat, for their aſſuming a name 
which they do not deſerve, ſince they deſtroy the external Profe(- 
Gon they make of jr, by a Practice quite oppoſite, and very odious 
toall thoſe of the Religion. If they permitted in their Country 
but one or two Religions, whoſe Sentiments were not much diffe- 
rent from ours,and t!1at in ſome of the leſs principal,and leſſer im- 
portant Points, there weuld be no great Cauſe for men to won- 
der at it. It might bz urged, That Prudence and Charity oblig'd 
them, to have f me Complyance for Chriſtians, who, as to the 
principal Part, retain the ground-work of Faith, though they 
have not reccived ſuch Illuminations from God, as might create 
a Bclief of all our Myſteries. But is there any thing in the World 
ſo ſurprizing , as our hnding , That the States give an un- 
limited liberty to all Sorts of Religions, infomuch, That in the 
very Province of Holland, there arc more diſcover'd and acknow- 
ledg'd Sets, than there are in all the other Parts of , and 
that there is not any Maſter-Heretick, who has a mind to frame a 
n:w Set, but is there kindly received, to teach and propagate his 
Religion, and to make a publick Profeſſion thereot ? 


Some Years ſince, Fobn Labadie, the Apoſtate, having been 
depos'd and excommunicated by the Woalleon.Churches of this 
Country , addrefſcd himſelf to the Heer Van Beuninghben , 
deſiring to be taken into his Proteion , Van Beuninghen makes 
him this Anſwer, That as long ar be was willing te continue in the 
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Communion of the Walloon-Churches, be ws oblig'd to ſubmit to 
their Ordinances and Diſcipline , but that if be would frame a new 
S.:&, be ſhould participate of the ProteQion which the States granted - 
to all ſorts of Religions, I do not queſtion but you know the faid 
perſon, and are, doubtleſs, able to judge, That it was not out 
of any Scruple of Con Tierce, that he thought it not convenient,to 
eſtabliſh his Set in this Countrey, He had among his Devotes, 
the Illuſtrious Gentlewoman, Mcs. Afary de Schurmans, andother 
young Ladies,of more than ordinary quality 3 but being in ſome 
Fear, That their Relations might get them out of his Society , 
which began to be cry'd down, and to appear very ſcandalous 3 
he thought it his better way, to (.etle himſelf elſewh:re, with his 
ſanctih-d Company of both Sexes, whom he took along with him, 
Had he thought it convenient,to make his Abode in this Country, 
he would have augmented the Number of Sets, which have their 
Eſtabliſhment here, and made ſome Additions to the Religicns, 
which have a publick L'berty in theſe parts. 


But though. this Liberty of Conſcience, is of ſo great a Latitude 
as I have told you, yet I am in ſome ſuſpenſe, whether you know 
it to be ſo comprehenſive, as to ext.nd- to the countenancing and 
proteQing of thoſe Hereticky, whom you would ſentence to death, 
if they were amongſt you. This I am fatified you know, That, 
above a hundr:d years ago, your Canton, . and the Republick of 
Geneva, condemned Michael Servetus, and Scipio Genttlis, to be 
buint alive, for the erroneous Opinions they held, concerning 
ti.e Trinity, The priccipal Errours, upon which they were In- 
dicted, are much the ſame, or, at leaſt, are not more dange- 
rous, than thoſe which the Socinians maintain, upon the ſame 
Myftery of Chriſtian Religion, Do you not then wonder at the 


extraordinary difference there is, between the Condudt obſerv'd 


by your Canton, and the Republick of Geneva, towards thoſe two 
ancient Hereticks, and that which the States obſerve, in reference 
to the Socinians, who propagate the ſame Hereſies, or others that 
are equally pernicious ? Geneva, and your Canton could not cn- 
dure the one, Servetws, and- the other, Gentilis; and paſs'd their 
judgment, that they both deſerv'd death. The States. General do, 
without any Scruple, ſuffer a great number of Socinians, moſt of 
whom are born and brought up amongſt them, and never had the 
Jeaſt.chought of doing them any harm, upon the (core of their 
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Your Canton, and the City of Geneva would have thouphe 
themſelves guilcy of a great Crime againſt Ged, if they hd nc, 
by death, tiken off theſe two Hereticks, who hcld ſuch ftrznge Er- 
rours, againſt the Divinity of Feſas Chriſt, But the Srates-Gene- 
ral would think they had committed a great Sin againſt God, it 
they ſhould put any of the Socinians to death, whatever their Er- 
rours. may be. Your Coy 7, and the City ct Geneva, thought 
themſclves ob'ig'd in Cor. - ice, out of their zeal for the Glory 
of God, and Chriſtian Religion, to take all the Courſes imagina- 
ble, for the ſmothering of thoſe Herefies, which are fo d:ſtructive 
to our Principal Myſteries, The States-General have, on the con- 
trary, done all.that lay in their Power, to countenance and to im- 


prove them. / 


Not many years ago, the Books of the Socinians wire very 
ſcarce, Amongſt thoſe which had come forth into the World, as 
they had been printed in very rcmote places, and but very few 
Copics had b:en taken off, ſo were there not any to be had, but 
at very dcar Rates; nay moſt of them were not to be had at all. 
The States-General have out of their ſpecial Favour and Indul- 
gence, and out of an unparallePd tenderneſs of Conſcience, found 
Gut a Remedy for that inconvenience. To ſatisfy the Socinians, 
and thoſe who were deſirous to become their Proſclytes, they have 
permitted the works of Four of their principal DoRors to be prin- - 
ted, at Amſterdam; to wit, thoſe of Socinus, Grellims, Shichtingi- 
ns, and Wolfogenins, 


At this very time, there is publickly fold at Amfterdam, that 


Library of the Socinianr, in Eight Volumes, in tolio, which colts - 


but a hundred Gmilders, Not many years lince, two hundred 
Piſtols would not have purchaſed: one pare of thoſe Works, which 
at preſent may be had altogether for leſs than ten, Trueit is, That 
not long ſince, there was burnt at Amfterdom, a certain book of 
the Socinians ; but it was done, no doubt, uponthe very Intreaty 
of William Blean, for whem it had been printed, Not many dayes 


after that publick Execution, he publickly expos'd the very ſame 


Book to ſale, and the more to recommend the fale of it, and to 
enhaunce the Price of jit.he had got an Advertiſcmcnt put into the 
Title-Page, that it was the-very ſame Book, which had been, by 


Order of the States, condemn'd/ to: be publickly burnt, by the. 
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I queſtion notgbut you have had the relation,or haply you your 
ſe1f remember it very well, how that not much above Forty years 
ago, the Magiſtrate of Geneve cauſed Nicholas Anthony a Miniſter 
| at Divonne, in the Balliage of Gex, to be burnt alive, upon a dif- | 

covery made, of his being a Jew. The Twelve Articles, which | 
he figned, and upon which an Indi&mcnt was drawn up againſt 
bim,make it evidenily app:ar,that he 454 not bclicve any one of our 
Myſteries of the Incarnation,andDt. of Jeſus Chriſt, for the Sal- 
vation of men, and that he "expected the coming of Jeſus 'Chrift, 
as the Jews do exped him, for tl:cir Deliverance, and the Eſta= 
bliſchment of a Temporal Kingdom upon Earth. No doubt but 
you know, that the Jews arc very numerous in this Country 
that they have an abſolute Liberty, and thcir Synagegue, in which 
they make thcir Aſſemblies for the Service of God, and that there 
ncver was the lealt Thought of driving them hence,or putting any 
one of them to death, 


You know al(o, better than 1 do my (elf, what you did at Berne, 

in reference to ſome Mennowites, who were found in your Terri» 

| torics. They gave them the dreadful name of Anabapriſts, pur- 
| paſcly to render them odious, and abominable to all your people. 
ou calt them into Piiſon, and you there kept them a long time, 

| out of the Zeal you had for your own Religion, and the averſion 
| you had to theirs; nay, for a certain time, you would not fct 
them at liberty, in order to their departure, with what they had, 
into ſome other Parts, But at laſt, you granted them that Favour, 
and it is not unlikely, that you did it upon the Intreaty of the 
Magiſtrate of Roterdam, who writ to you a very prelling Letter 
on their Behalf, Some years before, the Canton of Schasfbouſe, 
had alſo baniſh'd out of their T<rritories , certain Mennoniter, 
and thought they had done them a kindneſs , in permitting 
them to take along with them what effes they had, 
into ſome other parts. Nay, I have been alſo aſſured, that not 
many Years lince, a certain Number of Mennonites being, to their 
| Misfortune, found in the Canton of Zewrich, they were taken in- 
to cuſtody, and had inditments drawn up againſt them, on 


theſe two Capital Crimes. 
There were at that time ſvme Companies railing, upon ſome 
extraordinary occafion which the Magiſtratcs had, for the fafcty 
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of the Country. The Mennoxites would have excuſed cthemſ.lves, 
from being liſted in thoſe Companies, al'elging, Tre ch: y 
did not bclieve a Chriſtian could, with a good Conſcience, bear 
arms, upon any occaſioa whatſozver, They preterr'd however, 
voluntarily to lay down what money ſhould be required of them, 
for the payment of ſuch Perfon, as might be put in to ſerve in 
their ſtead, They wc uld moreover engage them to oblige them- 
ſelves by Oath, to be faithfull to the State, and to obey their 
Magiſtrates. Th:y acknowledped, That they were in Cenſcience, 
oblig'd to that Daty, and that they (ſhould be very carciul in the 
diſc1irging of it ; They promis'd to do fo, and declar'd, that they 


conceiv'd themſelves as deeply engag'd, by their bire word, as :t 


they had contirm'd ic with a ſol:mu Oath 3; But that they could 
not be induc'd to take any, for this. Reaſun, that thcy believed, 
that Feſnus Chriſt had commanded ſuch as profcly'd Chriſtia- 
aity, (imply to ſay, Tez, for the affirming ot a thing, aud Nay, 
for the denying of it, expresſly forbidding them to {wezr, upon 
any occalion whatſoever. 


The Magiſtrate of Zurich, judging, that thoſe ewo Errours 
were pernicious to the State, paſs'd this Order againſt the An- 
thors thereof, That within Fifteen dayes, they were to depart out of 
Switzerland, aud to remove thence all their Effefts, and Concerns, 
er abjure their Doftrine, be ready to take their Oaths, and to take up 
Arms, if the Magiſtrate commanded any ſuch thing , And if any one 
did not obey thir Orter, that he ſhould be taken, and baniſh'd, aftey 
be bad receiv'd a ſevere Chaſtiſment by Whipping ;, If he were taken a 
ſecond time, That he ſhomld be whipped again,and that after be bad been 
burnt with an bot Iron on the Shoulder, be ſhould be again ſentenc'd to 
Baniſhment ;, but if be were taken tbe third time, be was to be brought 
#0 the Magiſtrate ar a Rebel, and ſo to be put to death. But all the 
Citics of this Netherlandiſh Country are tull of theſe Mennonite, 
who have their publick Aſſemblies,and an abſoluteLiberty of Exer- 


—_—y their Religion. Nay, there is at Amſterdam, That Chriſtopher - 
Sandi 


#1, of whom I have heretofore ſpoken to you, who makes 
an-open and publick Profetlion of being an Arrian, and he has 
many Diſciples, 


If therefore you will ſeriouſly examine the thing, I think you 
will mect with but little Encouragement, to maintain , That 
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thoſe Governments, which follow ſo contrary a Practice, *cne 
to the other , upoa a matter of Fat fo important, Re. 
ference to Religion, can, in th: mzan time, be of the ſame Re- 
ligion. Ido not Imagine, that you will approve of what ſome 
athrm, upon this occalion, That mn things which are indifferent, 
two States may demean themſelves, the one, this way, and the other, 
that way, and be both in tbe mean time of the ſame Religion, 


Things indifferent, as to praQticability, arc, if I am not miſ- 
taken, ſuch as may, or may not be done, or be done after one 
manner, or after aqother quite diflereat manner, yet, all with- 
out offending God. But I amnot eaſily to be perſuaded, that 
the things we now ſpeak of can b: called Indiffereut. For I pray, 
tell-me, Was it not well done by your Magiſtrate, and by that of 
Geveva,when they burnt theſe two ancient Hereticks. and this laſt 
Jew? Ifit was well done, it was not therefore a thing Indiffe- 
ret, and th:y could not have omitted the doing of it, with- 
out offending God, If thcy did well in their procedure , me- 
thinks you cannot deny but that the Dutch do very ill, in tole- 
1ating and protecting the Socinians, who, as to the main, hold 
the Game Errours, as thoſe ancient H.reticks 3 unleſs you would 
haply affirm , That thcre are ſome things in reference to Re» 
ligion, which may be done after one way 1n Switzerland, and- at 
Geneva, and after another way in the Low-Conntries, For, 1 can- 
not comprehend, how one and the ſame Religion, can incline 
ſome of thoſe, who profeſs it, to do things directly contrary to 
thoſe which the others do, 


Morcover, I do not think, that you will be ſo confident, as 
to afhrm, that it was a thing indiffcrent, for your Magiſtrate, 
and for him of Geneva, to put thoſe two unfortunate Hereticks to 
death, You have too great a reſpect for your Lords , and 
Superioutrs, to charge chem with the Odinm of fo rigorous. an 
Exccution, if they h.d not been thereto oblig'd by the Precepts 
of their Religion. If the Magiſtrates of the Low-Eonntries arc 
of the ſum: Religion, as yours, why Yoes it not induce them, 
to fo'low the ſ.me Practice, in reference to the ſame Hercticks, 
or others, who arc yet more dangerous? 


— 


The Religion of the Dutch; 41 

In ſhort, I would make this Interrogatory tv you, Reverend 
Sir, What Sentiment you have, of thoſe Magiſtrates, who axe of 
Opinion, That no Man ought to be troubled, or, moleſted upon 
the ſcore of Religion.and, That all Chriſtians ought to be tole- 
rated, whatever dilagrceing Sentiments they may have, upon 
that Accuunt & It thi1e were ſore of them amongſt you, 1 do not 
believe you would receive tham into your Communion ; at leaſt, 
thus far Iam aſſur'd, That, according ro your own Principles, 
you ought not to reccive them. How then can you be of a Pere 
ſualion, That theMayiſtrates of the United Netherlands arcot the Re- 
formed Religion, properly (© callev; when as, it they were at Ge- 
neva, ur in Cantons, you caunot admit them to communicate 
withyu? You know, thut Monticur & Hmwiſeaw, Paltor 
of the Church (f Saumar, vas ſom years lince, depos'd , 
and excum i unicated , by 'h- Synod of the Province, for 
the Book, which hc had 4 ubl [h'd, tur the Toleration and Re- 
Union of Chriſtians, Though 1 have read it, yer cannot I call 
to mind, all the Maxis, whch he advances and maintains. 
Mean time this I am aflur:d of, That he docs not adviſe a 
greater Tokration uf Chriſtians, than what the States-General 
do eff Ctually grant. Which is as much as to fay, That the 
M:giſtzatcs of theſe Countries, have time out of mind, practis'd 
that which that Miniticr has taught , by the Book, which he 
writ ſore years fir.ce, If it be to, Icannot imagine the Mi- 
niſter ſhould be more in Fault, than they are 3 ſince he has of- 
fended only by his Writings, and the Magiſtrates are effe ual 
Offenders, They have b:en the Doers of the Miſchicf , and he has 
been but the Teacher of it, and, potlibly induc'd thereto,by their 
Example. If you are ot Opinion, That the ſaid Minitter was 
juſtly, and legally excommunicated; you mult certainly be guil- 
ty of a ſirange Partiality, if you allow the Name of your good 
Brethren in Jeſw Chriſt , to the Magiltiatcs of the Low- 
Countries, wl.0, for theſe hundred years paſt, have committed 
the Evil fix which that Miniſter hath been excommuni- 
catcd, though he had not done it, and but only approv'd 
the Doing of it, It therefore, you cannot own them for Bre- 
thren, nor admit them to the participation of the Commu- 
nion with you, according to the Maxin's of y«ur own Rcli- 
gion and Diſciplines, can it enter into your Belict, That 
e|:6 External Protellion which they make of your Religion , is 
” luthcicat 
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fafficient to give him the denomination of being of it, as welt 
as You. , 


But if the Magiſtrates did acquit themſelves of the ' Devoir; 
whereto the Reformed Religion docs particularly oblige Magiſtrates, 
I ſhould make no difficulty to grant them the Privilege of Attri- 
buting to the State which they govern, the Name of the Religi- 
on which they profeſs, I believe, you will grant me, That the 
Reformed Magiſtrates, are, after the Example ot your Cantonr, ob- 
lig'd to obſtruRt the Eſtabliſhment, and publick Exerciſe of talſe 
Religions ; and the Migiltratcs themſelves of 'the Low-Conntries 
cannot be ignorant, of what their own Confcſhon of Faith, 
xeview'd, 2nd approv'd by the Synod of Dors, preſcribes to 
them, upon this occaſion. The xxxvi. Article, in which men- 
tion is made of Magiſtrates, ſais expresſly, That it is their Duty, 
80 remove Idolatry, and the falſe ſervice of God, to endeavour the 
deſftrudtion of Antichriſt, and to advance the Kingdom of Jeſus 
Chriſt. 


T cannot imagine therefore, that you ſhould endeavour to 
maintain, That the States-General do conſcientiouſly acquit them. 
ſelves of what they are olig'd to by their charge of Mag[- 
firacy, after what 1 have faid to you, of the Liberty , and 
Indulgence they grant, to ſo many different SeQs, which, by 
thcir erroneous opinions , ſubyert the principal Myſtery of 
our own Religion. 


Tf you conſult your own Sentim:nts, and thoſe of your 
Collcgues , and of all your Miniſtcrs, and if you - follow the 
Practice of all your owa Churches, you are olig'd to exclude 
out of your Communion all thoſe Magiſtrates, who give 
that Liberty fo all forts of Sc&s and Perſuaſions. How then 
can you think, that thoſe Magiltrates, whom the Ordinances 
of your own Chorch:s permit not to communicate with you, 
can give the Name of your Religion, to the State which they 
govern ? Nay there are ſome Magiſtrates at Amſterdam , and 
Rotterdam, two of the principal, and moſt wealthy Cities of 
Holland, who make a publick and opea Profeilion, of their 


being Arminianr, 
The 
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The Sicur Adrian Patins, who is one of the Magiſtracy of 
Rotterdam, Is alſo an Arminian, and his.Religion hinders not his 
exerciſing. the Charge of Ambaſſadour from the Stater-Gentral, 
at the Spaniſh Court, where he at preſent is. I know not whe- 
ther he be of thoſe of the Seq, who do abſolutely follow the 
Sentiments of the Socinians, But if that perſon be a Socinian, 
agd, in his Return frgm Spain, ſhould be in Humour to take his 
way through your Cantons 3 I know not whether the worſt that 
might happen to, him, would be, a Denyal of Reception into 
your Gommunion, 


Upon-the Summing up therefore of all I have ſaid to you, I am 
apt to think, that you cannot ſtill have the ſame Opinion of the 
S$tates-General, and continue your calling them a Holy and ſan- 
Tify'd Republick Could you repreſent to your {clf that ſtrange 
party=colowr'd, Chequer-work, of Religion, which is to be ſeen in 
thoſe Countries, I fliould hardly believe, that you could perfiſt 
any Jouger, in the good Sentiments you have for this State, I 
am rcady to acknowledg, That the Prot:ftants are oblig'd to ity 
for the liberty they have, to live there, without any fear, in the 
exerciſc of Religion. But arc not all forts of Hereticks equally 
oblig'd to-it, for the liberty they have, to live there quictly, in 
the exerciſe of their Religions ? It this State has been a Santu- 
ary to thi ſ: of the Reformation, all Hereticky have alſo tound r&« 
ſuge there, as well as the others, 


In the General Diet hcld in Poland, in the Year 1658. it was 
Ordcr'd, by a Publick Decree, That all the Socinians ( who were 
very numcrous in that Country, and had their Principal Seat 
there ) ſhou!d be ſent away thence, and that, attcr ſome time al- 
low'd them tor the diſpoſal of their Eitates, they were to be for 
ever baniſh'd th:nce, The States-General did charitably receive 
all thoſe amongſt them, who took retuge in this Country; and 
it is particularly fince that time, that they have notoriouſly in- 
creas'd, and multiply'd. If this State be the School of the Refor- 
med Party, it is in I|\ke manner the School, the Damme, and the 
Nurſery of all Hereticks, Nay, I am in ſome ſuſpenſe, whether 
it may not be jufily maintain'd, That Chriſtian Religion bas re- 
ceiv'd more detriment, than advantage, by the eftabliſhment of this 
State? And poſlibly, for the ſame interg(t of Chriſtian Religion, 

" - Wo i I 


44 The Religion of the Dutch. 


there will be a greater obligation. to wilh its ruine, then [ts well. 
fare. It will bs a very hard matter, to perſuade you to this, ſince 
You are of Opinion, That che R publick of the United Provinces 
is a mot-Chriftian State,and one of the moſt Reform'd, even amongſt 
Chriftizus, 1 know not whether you will alwayes pcrfilt in this 
Sentiment 3 but though you do, I ſhall not forbear remaining, 

. 


Reverend Sir, 


Virecht, May 13th, 
1673. 
our moſt;&c. 


The Fith LETTER. 


Reverend Sir, 


F lam not miſtaken, Thave, by irnctragable reaſons, proved, 

That the States-General cannot be (aid to be of the Reformed 

Religion. But you will ſay, If they are not of our Religion, 

what Religion iway they be ſaid to be of 5 I muſtcontels,they 
are of the Reformed Religion, if, to b: ſo, there needs no more, 
than an external protcſtion of it, no more, than to have ordain'd, 
by a publick Decree, That our Religion ſhould .be the Religion of 
State, and that all thoſe, wio would have any concern inthe Go- 
vernment, ſhould make- publick profeſſion thereof, and that there 
ſhould b- publick Schools for the Teaching of it. It theſe things 
make a ſufficient Title to the Reformed Rel:g1on, this State is doubt- 
leſs of that Relig on. Burt if, as 1 think, 1 have made it ſufficicatty 
appear , This State fi Nlows a practice quite contrary to all 
Governments of that Religion; and does by its Conduet, and its 
own ( ontchon of Faith, and the publict Decree, whereby it clta- 
bliſh'd our Religion to be the Relt+ion of State, deltroy that very Ke- 
ligionz 'ct what will be ſaid, I maintain, That this State isnot of 
our Religion, but only as to the denomination,and not in cttcct. 


If you are pleas'd to remember, Reverend Sir, what I have hi- 
therto told y: uall-along, you will find it manifclt, That as Lil-rty 
of Conſcience was eftablithcd by the tu ſt Ordinances which they mae 
in this Country ; (© it may be (aid, wit' reaſon, Toa: this State 
conſonantly to its own Principles, is, and ought to be, of all Kel:gi- 
ons, Andif it beot all Religions, it ray well be faid, That it hs 
not any particular Religion, nor indced that it has not avy at all. 
Tpuc it is, That there 1s one ot them, which is very common to 
wolt ot the Inhabitants ot the Country, to wit, that of Avarice, 
which the Scripture calls Idalatrv. Mnomman hoc a weft anno 


— 
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Votarier, in theſe parts, and, there is no queſtion to be made, of 
his being better ſerv'd here, than the true God is by molt Chriſtians, 
If we confider the whole courſe of Life, amongſt the Datch, as al- 
ſo the carneſineſs, and application, wherewith they are addicted to 
Commerce,” @e cannot forbear acknowledging, That the only deſign 
they ſeem to have, is to grow rich, and heap up Money, There 
comes into my mind, upon this occaſion, what I read in an Ttalian 
Kelition, of a certain Voyage of the Datchz That being come into 
the Cities of Fapan, out of -which there had been an expulſion of 
all the Chriſtians, and the Inhabitants of the Country having ask'd 
them, whether they were Chriſtians z they conhdently an{wer'd , 
Siamo Holandefi, non Siamo Chriſtiant, We are Hollanders, we are 
nit Chriſtians, And indeed their deportment fince, as well in the 
Indies, as in ſome other remote places, makes it evidently appear, 
that they are extreamly concern'd for the advancement of their Com- 
merce, and not any thing at all, for that of Religion, 


All other ſorts of Chriſtians, as well Roman-Catholicks, as Pro- 
tſtants ( the Dutch only excepted, if they may be admitted among 
th: latter ) make the Colonies they have, in thoſe remote parts ot 
the World, promofive to the advancement of Chriſtian Religion, 
by cauſing it to be Preached to the Intidels. This we fee pradtic'd 
by the Catholicks, with ſo great Zeal, by the great number of Miſ- 
lionaries, whom they ſend into the Eaſt and Wiſt-Indies, and into 
the Tarkiſþ Empire, to Preach the Goſpel, and to Convert thoſe 
Pcople, to the Faith of Feſws Chriſt. Nay this is alſo done by the 
Engliſh, who ſcnd Miniſters of the Goſpel, into all parts where 
they have Colonies, and order all the Dirc&ors ot their Companies, 
not to ſpare any thing, for the advancement of Chriſtian Religion, 
and the converſion ot Intidels. And (oindecd, as well the Catho- 
licks as the Protettants, make Uſe of Commerce, as of a means, to 
adv.nce the Religion of Jeſus Chriit, and to bring thoſe Ido:atrous 
Pcoplc to his Faith. 


But the Dutch, on the contraxy , out of a dcteſtable impiety, 
arc abſolutely negleatul of all the Intereſts of Relrgion, in the In- 
dies, in the Levant, and other Places, where they have great Colo- 
nics, that they may do nothing prejudicial to the Interetts of their 
Commerce. They give expreſs and peremptory Orders to the Di- 


reors of their Companies, and the Commanders of great Places, 
oo kindon the Moboliavina Tahahitante of thoſe parts. | An coming 
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to the knowledg of the Myſteries of Chriftian Religion, and being 
Converted to the Faith of Feſw Chriſt, It is their perſuaſion, That 
if ſome amongſt thoſe People, were one: become Chriſtians, they 
might, by the Converſation they {hould have with other Chriſtians, 
come to the knuwledg of that grand Myſtery of Commerce, and de- 
prive them of ſome part of their Trade, They would rather fee 
all thoſe People Perilh eternally in their Ignorance, than to ſe chicir 
Eyes open'd, by the illuminations of Heaven, and that they ſhould 
ſhare with them in the advantages of their Commerce. 1s it 'not a 
horrid thing, that the conſideration of a Temporal Intereſt and 
Concern, ſhould (tifle all Sentiments of Piety, Charity, and the 
Zeal they ought to have, for the advancement of Chriftian Reli- 
gion, ina ſort of people, who would paſs for Chriſtians, nay, pre- 
tend to be of that diviſion of Chriſtians who aſſume the Title of 
Reformed ? | 


We need only take an Obſervation of their Condut, in thoſe 
Countries, to make a diſcovery, that they take not the leaſt care in 
the World for the ſettlement of Religion there, and that the only 
Concern they have to mind there, is to ſee their Commerce in a flou- 
riſhing condition. You will be fully ſatish'd of the truth of what 
I tell you, when you (hall have underſtood ſome of the remarkab'e 
Actions, which the Dutch have done in the Cities of Japan, and in 
ſome other Citics of the Eaſt-Indies. 


There were in the Territories of the Emperor of Fapan, - many 
Portngueze-Merchants, and a very great number of perſons born in 
the Country, who were Chriſtizns, and had been converted by the 
Teſults, and other Catholick- Emiſſaries. The Putch, who do all 
they can, to be alone in thole remote places, and to get all other 
European Natives out of them, that all the "Trade may be at their fole 
diſpoſal, found a means to make all the R omau-Catbolicks odious to 
the Emperor. that ſo he might have an occalion © Banith chem out 
of his Dominions. To that end, they inform'd him, that thoſe 
Catbolicks had the Pope for their Head, to whom they render'd an 
implicite obedience, fo far, as that he did diſpenſe with, and dif- 
charge them of that ſub;eion which they ought to their lawtul 
Sovercigns. Conſcquently to this, they reprefented to that Prince, 
that it was dangerous for him, to have in his Country fo great a 
number of Subje&ts, who acknowledging elſewhere a Soverciun 
Power, ſuperior to his, might, upon che reception of | ich a Come 
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mand from it, rebell againſt him. That Prince, having, by this 
malicious information, conceived a very great Diſtruſt of all the 
Chriſtians in general, reſolv'd upon an abſolute extermination of 
them, and that not any one ſhould.ever be ſuffer'd to live in his Ter- 
ritories. All. the Cruelties, - which the ancient Tyrants ever in- 
flicted upon” Chriſtians, are no great. mattter, in comp3riſon of what 
that Prince exercis'd up» the Catholicks, who were found in his 
Domintons, He put all to death with grievons,, yet long-latting 
Torments, nay there were many cut off who were not Chriſt:ang, 
upon a ſuſpicion of their lying conceal'd amongſt them, that ſo nut 
one might eſcape his tury. After {o Bloody and Cru'l an Exccuti- 
on, he put forih molt ſevere Edits, by which he Order'd, T hat 
there ſhould never any Chriſtian bc permitted to cater into his Terri- 
tories, The Dutch having crept in there, -as L told you bet»re, by 
a flat denial of their being Chriſtianus, acknowledg d atterwards, 
that they were indeed ſome of thoſe people, to whom that name 
was given 3 but that, for their -parts, they minded only their 
Trade, and never troubled themſclves with any thoughts of their 
Religion. They voluntarily made this Profcr , that thcy would ne- 
ver ſpeak to the Inhabitants of the Country, cither of God, or of 
Feſns Chriſt, or his Religion, nor pertorm any Excrciſe of it them- 
{clves; and that they would o live, as that it ſhould not be known, 
that they ever were Chriſtians. 


The Emperor of Fepan finding the Datch ſo well inclin'd,was of 
Gpinion, That he had nocauſe to be atraid of them, though they 
were Chriſtians, ſince they promis'd to live at ſuch a Rate, as if, in 
efle&, they were not ſuch, He thereupon permitted them to live 
in his Territories, upon the conditions, which they had propos'd 
themſclves. The Dutch, who never exccuted any Treaty, when it 
was more for their advantage to violate it, did very Sincerely and 
Religiouſly obſerve this with the Emperor of Japan, becaule it is 
deſtrudtive to the Intereſts of Religion, and highly beneticial to 
them upon the ſcore of Trade. They lave ever lince Liv'd, and 
ſtill do Live, in the Dominions of that Prince, without the pcr- 
formance of any Fun&tion of God's Service, without having the 
Pible, or any-other Godly Book, or Ticatiſc of Picty, for the dv- 
ing of their Devotions in private, 


But I am withal-to tcll you, Reverend Sir, That what you read 


of theſe Tranſactions of the Lutch, in thoſe remote parts of the 
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World , you are not (© to look upon, as if that fo deteſteble 
ari Agrecnient made with the Emperour, was the private de- 
termination of a c:xtain number of Dutch Merchants, reſident in 
thoſe Parts : but you are to confider what they did, as done by 
the expreſs Order of the Dircors of the Company eſtabliſh'd in 
that Country, who have ratity'd it, and promoted the execution 
of it, All the Dutch, who arc return'd into this Country lince 
that Treaty was made, having publiſh'd it, all that have any 
concern for Vertue and Chriltianity in theſe Provinces have ex- 
preſs'd themſelves much attoni(h'd thereat, The Miniſtry made 
ſomc ſtirs abour jt, and there have been ſeveral Acts made, in 
their Synods, in order to the making of Remonttrances and 
C. mplaints thercot to the States-Generdl. 1 cannot priciſely 
tell, what Reſolution the Strates- © eneral have yet taken thercup» 
On », but 1 know, that they Have not t:ken ary, tor the break- 
ing «ff of to Impius and fo Scandalous a Treaty. Their de- 
porim«nt, in this v-ry cafe, may juſtly create a belief, That they 
are of the Sentiment of that Renegado Few, Spinoſs, of whom I 
have a!re:dy given you an account, though he has net any thing 
of Chriſtianity. 


Te is that Author's deſign, in his Treatiſe, called 7 raTatus 
7 beologo- Politicus, fog. 62. 14 the Latine Edition, to prove, That 
Baptifme, the Sacrament of the Eucharift, Prayers, and all the ex- 
ternal FunQions of Gods Service, which are, and ever have 
been common to all Chrfttans, In caſe they were appointed b 
Feſus Chrift, or his Apoliles, of which he faies that he is not af- 
fur'd, were appointed as he maintains, but only as external 
ſigns of the Univerſal Church, and not as things ary way con- 
ducive to Beatitude, or having any ſanity in themſelves, and 
that they who live in Solitude are net oblig'd to the p_rform- 
ance of them; And that they who have their Habitations in re- 
mote Countrics, where te Ex-rcile of the Chriſtian Keligion is 
prohibited, ure obliz'4 to abſtain from thoſe Ceremonies, and may 
yet do wcll enough, in order to a happy life. To prove the Pro- 
polition, which he advances, he alledges the exam ple of what 
the Dutch dv in Jafan. In wv hich Country, the Chrt :1an | eli- 
gion being, pr! tb:ted, he 4thrms. That the Patch are oblip*d. by 
the command of the Dureftors of the Eaſt- India Company, to ftor- 
bear pertorming the exciciſe thercof, From whence it may be 
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teduc?d, That that Attion of the Dutch, in Fapan done, and 
mainrain*d by a publick Authority maſt needs be impious- and de. * 

tell-blez, fince this Author, who makes an- open profciſion of A-'+* 
theiſme, makes Uſe of it, as an irrefragable Reaſon, to prove, 
That all che external Services of the Ch-iftian Religion, arc not at all 
contributory to, or advancive of fatisfaction, and that men may be 
never theleſs happy, though they never mind them. But if, wich- 
out any regard to the Sentime:.t of that Atbeiſt, you conlider that 
Ac.onin it (elf, what could you imagine in the World of greater 
horror, than that ſome. Chriſtians, whe weuld paſs for ſuch as are 
of the Calviniſtical way of Reformation, could cver be induc'd, to 
make 2 expreſs prohibition, and' .n-abſi lute retrcenchment of all 
exerciſc of Religion, to their people, in a. ountry, that they may 
there have a quiet exerciſe of their Trade. And therefore | hope, 
Reverend Sir, that, hawcver you may have an over- paſſionate 
kininefs for the Dutch, yet you will not have the confidence, to 
deny their beivg guilty of the highclt inpicty, in Sacriftcing the 
ipterclts of Chratian Refigion , to their Commerce and Trade, and 
making no-Conſ.ience, or being. any way concern d, to fee ſo ma» 
ny Perſons. live and Nie, without the exerciſe of any Relig on, as if 
they were without God,and without hope,only to make aa unhappy 
profit by the loſs of. their Souls. 


If you have had any account of the dreadful Execution which 
was committed by the ſame Dytch, in the Iſhud © f Amboyna, in 
the Year 1622. it is impoilible, but you muſt acknowledg, that there 
is not any confideration of Religion able to divert them from the 
exerciſing of all ſorts of Cructtics, when the Diſvute is about their 
intereſt, and protit. There were not Twenty Eagliſh-men in that 
place, and the Patch had there a very great: Colony, and a well 
tortif'd Caſile, with:a good Garriſon in it. They accus'd the Bug- 
liſh ot having a delign to take that C-ſtle, - though they had neither 
Arras, nor Forces. They are taken into cult»dy, vpon that pre» 
rcaded Conſpiracy 3 they are interrogated, not one amonglt them 
conkeſles any thing, and there could be no Diſcoveries made of 
their being guilty of it. But jt was for the jnterelt of the Dwtcb» 
Company, that they (hould be ſo, That they mught be render'd 
{ach in appearance, they are put to the Torture. All the feveral 
Tortures of Fire and Water were us'd,, to make them acxnowledy, 
what the Dutch would bave themto ſay, After ſame refillance of 
Lock One Tocmnonts chow wore of lift orenreli'd by their vio» 


A 
EO es 


__— 


had recover'd themſelves again, - they diſ@wn'd all they had faid in 
the midſt of their Torments 3 nay when they werc jultat the point 
of Execution, they call'd God to atteſt their Innocence, and be» 
ſought him to make it appear, after the death they were then go- 
ing to ſuffer. He who was the Commander of that place, and the 
unjuſt Judg who had condemn'd them, were nothing mov'd at, 
though fully convin'd of the Innocence of thoſe Priſotiers. - But 
There being a neceſſicy of their Dying, for the intereſt of the Dwtche 
Company, Nine of the pretended Confpirators were Executed, 
and ſome of them were ſet at Liberty, who, returning into Eag- 
-land, brought thither the News of that Cruel Maſſacre, 


Now, Sir, I would fain know, what you would ſay of fo in- 
humane and ſo barbarous an Aion? Will you till allow thoſe to 
tbe good Reformed Chriſtiaus, who make no ſcruple to cut the 
Throats of their Brethren, profefling the ſame Religion as they do, 
for a little Worldly Goods, and tor their own private Iutere:'$? 
This Tragical Story, is ſo well known all over the World, that 
there is not any Duteb-man dares deny it. Nay an Author of their 
'own Nation, one Aitzema, in his Book, cntituled, The Lyon-Conp- 
batant, pag, 211,212, 213, 214, 215. Printed in the Year 1561, 
gives a very large and particular deſcription of it, And he makes 
Out withal , how falſe , and unlikely the Accuſation brought in 
againſi the Engliſh, was, and contidently aftirins, that it was tram'd, 
upon no other {core, than that they might have a pretence to put 
- them to death, ſeize into their own hauds all the effets of the Enge 
liſh Company, and, by that deteftable impotture, render themlclves 
Malters all the Trode of the Molxccoes , Amboyns, and 


Bind, 


The ſame laſt-mention'd Author, does, in the ſame Book, page 
113. Rclate another Story of a greater Cruelty, which the Dutch 
exercis'd upon the Engliſh , in the Iſland of Banda. He ſays, 
That the Dwtch, in order to their becoming Maſters of that Iſland, 
Maſſacred above Forty Englifh-men, and that, after they had bound 
living Perſons to dead Carkafſes, they caſt them into the Sea, and 
afterwards poiſeſs'd themſelves of what they had, which amounted 
to above Five and Twenty Thouſand Pounds Sterling, 
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Jence, and confeſs'd whatever they deſir'd them. But after they 
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Trae itis, that they are ſomewhat to blame, who ſtill reproach 
the Dutch with thoſe two Aﬀions, and particularly with that of 
Amboyna, ſince'they have made a conſiderable ſatisfaction for it, in 
the Treaty which was concluded betweers them - and the ProteQor- 
dome of England, in the Year 1654. For, the Parliament having 
entcr*d into a War againſt them, which, amongſt other ptetences, 
had that of the Execution at Amboynaz the Dutch gave the Engliſh 
ſeveral Millions of Gmilders, not fimply to fatisfie them &..r the da- 
mages, they hadcaus'd': them to ſuffer, which could not have a- 
mounted toner ſo great a Sum, though they had taken away all 
the cfie&s which they: had in that Iſland, and depriv'd them of 
the advantages they might have made by the Commerce of Thirty 
Years 3 but alſo by way of Reparation, for the Blood which they 
had unjufily.ſpilt, and to blot out the remembrance of ſa barba- 
rous an Action, 


There would be a neceſfity of compiling a great Volume, if it 
were my deſign, to make a colle&tion, of all the Crue) Adions, 
which the D#tch have commirted in the Indies, and elſewhere, up- 
on the pure intereſt of Commerce. But 1 am apt tothink, that you 
will gladly ſparc me that Trouble, and will think, no doubt, that 
I have faid enough, and haply too-much, upon a ſub e&t which 


 Isnot divertive to you. IF then, after a ſcrious refleQion upon 


what I have entertain'd you withal, you tind no abatement of the 
affection, which .you had for.the Dt:b,l mu't acknowledg, That 
your friend({hip does; in ſteadineſs, and (trength, exceed that of 
any other perſon in the World, And this gives ſome hopes, that . 
you will continue that part of it, which you have promis'd me, as . 
Lafurc you of my eyer remaining, 


-* 
Reverend Sir, 


Your, &e. 
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The Sixth LETTER. 
Rermerend Sir,. 


T is no ſmall aflition-'to me, that T have given you an ac- 
count of ſome things, concernirg the Dutch, which certainly 
muſt have rais'd in you ſome diſguſt againſt me. 1 am there- 
fore, cut of a pure fear of feeding or augmenting it, reſolv'd 
to be very careful, in waving to tell you any thing hencetor ward, 
which may give you any perplexity in reference to them, Nay, 1 
am willing to make you fatisfaCtion ior al} 1 have a'ready faid to 
you. I acknowledg therefore, to humour you, thit the Dwtch 
are as good Chriſtians, and as much of the true way of Reformation, 
as you imagine them to be, that is to ſay,#the beit in the World. 
Though it were {o, yet | do not think you haveany reaſon to cry 
out, Arms, Arms, as you do to excite and encourage all that are 
of the Reformed Perſualion, in Emrope, to come in to their relict. 
You know well enough, that his molt Chriſtian Majefty is not en- 
gag'd in a War againit them, upon the-matter oi Religion, but that 
the reaſon of his engaging in it, was, to chaſltize their ingratitude, 
to mortihe thei: violence, and to teach them a new Leſſon, of pay- 
ing him the reſpeRs they owe him, and to keep within the bounds 
of modelty, and reaſon. Were it a War upon the ſcore of Religt- 
on, do you think, that the one or the other Branch of the Houſe of 
Auſtriz, that of Germany,and that of Spain, which are the natural E- 
nemies ot our Relig:ion,and which ever have been the cruel Perfecu- 
tors of thoſe who profeſs it, would have openly underiaken the 
defenc: ot. the Datch, in this cauſe, againit the intercfis of the 
Catbolick Religiim, of which, they make it their oltentati- 
on , That they are the Proc tors, and «ſpecially the King of 
Spain , whom, for that reaſun, the Pope has h onour'd with 
the Title of. Catholick, Kiag. 


But 


54 The Religion of the Dutch. 


% . 


But to (Few you again, how deſirous I am to pleaſe you, I will 
acknowledg alio, That this is a War of Religion. Let us ſce whe- 


ther it will turn to our advantage, fo raiſe an Army, conſiſting 


only oi men profcfimg Reformed Religion, and to bring 
it into the Service cf the” . Let us make a computation of 
all choſe who may be for vs3 and of all thoſe, who, in this caſe, 
might be agaiuſt us. Put I think, it were better, we never mcd- 


* dlcd with that troubleſome dilcrimination, which would only 


convince us, of the we:kneſs of our little Flock , and diſcover the 
great rumber of Enemi:s, whom we ſhould have to do witha), 
I am C:tisfy'd, Tiat a great number of good Soldiers might be 


.got out of your Canton, and the other Proteſtant Cantons, But I 


humbly conecive, you will nct be offended, if I tell you, Thatif 
Feſms Chriſt hiudſcli were upon Earth, and had occaſion for th: 


.alliſtance of your Forccs, 'you would not let him have any, unleſs 


he would be furc to ſee you well paid for them; and that h- 
ſhould not prevail fo far w.th you, as that, for his ſake, you would 
aboliſh the Proverb, which you have brought into Vogue, Point 
d' argent, point de Suiſſe, M» Money, no Swiſſe ; or as the Engliſh 
S.ying has it, *Jss Money makgs the Mare to go, 


And that it thus happen'd, 4s well krown, when the Chime- 
rical Ambaſſador of the Dutch had undcr-hand ſollicited your 
Cantonr, and had afterwards b:ca admirted into your Aſſembly, 
Conjuring and beſeeching you, by the love you onght t0 bave fir your 
dear Bretbren, not to abandon them in their Nec(ſſitier, and to main- 
tain their Cauſe, which was, that of Feſus Chrift, You know very 
well, that all he could get of you, in your Diet, was, That you had 
reſolved one ſhould be affcmbled, for their fakes, thac you would 
fpare ſome few rcpatis, obſcrve a Faſt, and pray for their Pecſcr- 
vation and Proſperity. That if it were a Warre upon the ſcore of 


Religion, whatever Zeal you might have for ours, the Catbolick 


Cantons, having no leſs for theirs, we ſhould find more Soldiers 


running out of the Catbolick Cantons, to maintain the Party of 


their Religion, t'1an there would be Proteſtants ready, to delend the 
Interelis of ours. And as to the quality of the Soldiers of Swifſſer- 
lid, if a computation may b: ns of it, by the Succeſs of two 
Wars, one whereot you had about 140 yeais ago 5 and the other, 
about 18 y-ars lince, I am conhdent, you cannot deny, but that 
the Catbolick Soldiers axe much better, than all thoſe of your _ 
#jtant 


' ff ant Cantons, Nay, the Catbolicks would have this advantage, 
that their Pay would caſily come out of the Exchequers of Kings 
and Princes, if the Diſpute were about the defence of their Relige- 
os Whereas yours, not finding any Proteftam- Prince, who were 
able'to bear the charge of them, ſhould be forc'd to keep in your 
own Country, and content themſclves with the making of Vows, 
for the preſervation of our Religion. Nay, 1 donot think, that all 
the Princes or Statcs of the Reformed Religion, in Exrope, would be 
able, allc . and do their utmoſt, to up an Army of 
Ten Thouſand men, when the ſafety of our Religion lay at (take. 
I donot ſpeak of the Latberansr, bccaule the greateſt part amongſt 
them, have ſuch an animcſity again(t us, as loudly to affirm, That 
they would rathey enter into the Communion of the Catbolicks, 
than into Our , 


If again, on the other ſide, you confider, how many Kings, 
Soi ercign Princes, Republicks, and States, there are in k 
who all profeſs the Romiſh Religion, you may all imagine, 
as we arc but a ſmall handful, in co ifon of them, fo there is 
not any likelihood, that we ſhould be able to refilt them , if 
they were once cngag'd in a War againſt us. Nay, if it were an 
open and declar'd War, _ the account of Religion, you would 
ſoon tind the Emperaxr and the King of Spain deſerting the party of 
the Dxtch , and fiding with thatot their own Religion, The C- 
tholicks have yet another moti confiderable advantage, which would 
extrcamly corroborate their Party againit ours. They have the 
Pope, whom they all acknowledg to be the viſible Head ' of the 
Church upon Earth, who rcunires therh all for their Common Ind 
tereſt, and would, with much more Zeal, publiſh a Craiſado again(t 
us, then cver he did any againſt the Tarks, And indeed, he has 
reaſon io have a greater aninulity agatzlt us, than againſt all the 
unbclieving people in the World. As he pretends to be the Spin 
ritual Head of» all Chriſtians, fo he conſiders thoſe who do not ac- 
knowledg him, as revolted Subjefts, and Kebels to his Empire 1 
wheieas he looks on the Twrky and Hearbens, as Strangers, who 
are out of his Juriſdiction, and not within the extent of his Sus 
periniendcncy» | 


And as @ King is more incens'd againii. his Subjects who 
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have revoltcd from the obedience they owe him, then againſt fors 
xciga Enemies, who arc not within. the Verge of his Dominions; 
So the Pope ſuffers the Fews in his Tcrcitorics, and would never 
permit any of the Reformed Perſuaſion, to harbour in them, His 
Pontifical Dignity will not ſufter him, ever to te reconciPd to 
thoſe, who dire&ly ſhock the authority, which he pretends to 
have oves all Chriſtians. 


You may ſee by this, the great danger, into which thoſe of 
our Religion would be reduc'd, it your Zeal could enflame them 
{© far, as to-make a Party, in favour cf the Dusch, Nay, I lcave 
i to your own Judgment, whether it is any. fault of yours, if 
your inconliderate Zeal has not excited the Catbolicky, to fall upon 
thoſe of our Reformed Religion, in thoſe places, wh.re they lye ex» 
pos'd to their mercy, and that they have not made it their buſi» 
veſs to exterminate them ? 


But if your Zeal, without Knowledg, be injurious to all thoſe 
of the Reformed Religion in general, it is alſo very prejudicial to 
all your own Proteſtant-Cantons, and to your Allics in particular, 
Aſſoon as ever you ſaw the firſt breaking out of thts War, You 
your (:H, Reverend Sir, in the City of Berne, and all your Mini- 
fters, within the Extent of your Governm«cnt, were continually 
cajoling the people by their Sediticus S:rmons, to make an Inſur- 
xeion againſt thoſe of your Magiſtrates, who had given theiy 
judgment, That there ſhould bz: a Regiment of men granted to 
the moſt Chriſtian King out cf your Canton, If men would have 
belicy'd you, and all the Miniſters of your Country-Villages, it 
muſt have been accounted a very horrid Crime in you, to ſuffer 
your Soldiers to be employ'd in a War againſt your beloved Bre- 
thren in Jeſus Chrift, the Dutch, *T was this gave occaſion to your 
Magiſtrate, diftraccd by your Pulpit-bawling,and by the clamours 
of the multicude, whom you had inflan'd into an InſurreRion, 
to write unſeaſonable Letters upon Letters, to-the Officers of your 
Regiment, fraught with tcrrib!c menaces, it they Frv'd in this 
War againſt the United Provinces, Nay, you thought it not enough 
to put in a Charge againſt your own Cantox, upon the account 
of its having granted Forces to his molt Chrittian Majeſty, and his 
not preventing their being employ'd againſt the Dutch, but you 
muR 


— —_— 
——— 


The Religion of the Durch. TT 
muſt alſo Panegyrically celebrate the Cantoxs of Zurich, and 
Sebaffouſe, for their refuſal to give him any. I cannot compre» 
hend any reaſon you ſhould have to name Schaffonſe, which be- 
Ing a poor little Canton, has but one halt-Company in the Ser- 
vice, but a hands-breadth of ground withia its Jurildition, and 
can raiſc but Two Companies at the moſt, And you ſpeak of 
ic, as if that refuſal of their Forces had been very detrimental to 
the Kings Afﬀairs, and much 1etarded the Progreſs of his Con- 

quelis. And yet it is certain, in the mean time, That all the beſt 
qualify'd Perſons in the Counccl of that Canton had promis'd to 
grant the Companies which the moſt Chriſtian King required of 
it, But One FaCtious p:rſon amongit them occation'd the break» 

ing of that Reſolution, upon this ſcore, that belides his being a 

man abſolutely devoted to the Dutch, cver ſince his reception of 
a Preſent from them, when he ſojourn'd in this Country, he was 

out of hopes of getting the Command of a Company for one of 
his own Kelations,that he might make ſome advantage thereby. 


But, as to the Canton of Zurick , 1 muſt acknowledg it to be 
powerful, and that it might have rais'd ſeveral Companies of 
uu Soldiers. I know alſo, That its Counccl conlilts of Per- 
ons of very good worth, ſuch as have Wit, and Honour, Vi- 
gour,and Conltancy, if the thing had depended upon them 3 and 
they knew their own Intereſt much better, than to have de. 
ny*d his Moft Chriftian Majeſty the Forces he had required of them, 
But the miſchief of it, as you know, is, That they are not the 
abſolute Maſters. The Sovercign Authority lics in the hands 
of the Councel of Two Hundred, conliſt\ng, for the moſt part, of 
much Heat, and li:tl: Preſpe&, of much Ob!tinacy, and little 
Reaſon, It is no wonder then, that, the Miniſters, having en- 
flam'd that multitude with the zealous Concern of Religi-n they 
could not be diſpos'd, to grant Forces to his moſt Chrifhan Ms- 
zeſty, though he ſhould have no Deſign to employ them againſt 
the Datch, 


I muſt confels further, Sir, That I am very much aſtonilh'd, 
at your Undertaking, to make a confident jullification of thoſe 
Two Cantons, for their having deny'd Forces to the moſt Chriſtian 


King ; as alſo, that aftex you had blamed your own, for their ha- 
I ving 
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ving granted a Regiment, you ſhould undertake to vindicate alt 

it did afterwards ; either to have it recall'd, or to prevent its. 
being employ'd againſt the Dutch, It will be no hard matter, 

for me, to make jt appear to you, That this Condut of yours, ' 
b: ſides its being molt unjuſt, may alfo be very prejudicial, cyen 

as to what relates to the intereſts of Religion, You cannot for- 

bear granting your ſclves to be abſolutely unjuſt, if you deny the 

demeaning of your ſ{clves towards his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, as 

you would have him demecan himſclf towards you. 


For infiance, If it ſhould happen, that you were attack'd by 
the King of Spain, or the Emperowur, by the Duke of Savoy, by 
the CatbolickCantons, or by fore other Prince, of the fame Re- 
ligion; you would deſire, That his mot Chriſtian Majeſty would 
atlift you againſt them, by vertue of the Alliance there is be- 
tween you and him. If the King ſhould deny you the Forces 
you deſired, and alledge, That he could not afliſt you, being of 
the Reformed Religion, againſt Catholick, Princes, you would com= 
plain of it, and aftrms, That the Moſt Chriftian King does not 
obſerve the Alliance he has made with you. How then do you 
not fee, that the moſt Chriſtian King has juſt cauſe of complain- 
ing, That you are unwilling to ſupply him with Forces, againſt 
th: Dxtch, becauſc they arc of the Reformed Religion? Do you 
not further obſerve, That, by your indiſcreet Zeal, -you deprive 
ycur ſelves of all the Advznrages, which you might expe from 
the A'liance there is between You and the molt Chriſtian King, 
by giving him jaft cauſe to deny you affiſtance, it you fhould 
come to difire it of him? If the Duke of Savoy ſhould enter 
into a War againſt you , upon the Pretenfions he has to the 
Country of Vaxd, te'l me, Whether you would be fo preſump- 
tuous as to d-fſire aſſiſtance from the Moſt Chriſtian King ? You 
would not have your Forccs to ſerve his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty 
again{t the Dutch, becauſe they are oft our Reformed way of Re 
ligion, though they arc not your Allies. By what Right can 
you pretend, That the moſt Chriſtian King ſhould - give you 
Forces, to ſ:rve you, who 3rc not of his Religion, againſt a Ca- 
#bolick, Prince, who, belides his being in alliance with him, has 
alſo the honour of being nearly related to him? Beſides, you 


make but an ill acknowledgment, of the Favour which the moſt 
Cbriſtian 
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Chriſtian King, did you,not Two Years ſince, when he y 
undertook your proteQion, again(t the Biſhop of Baſil, who was 
going to give you ſome diſturbance, He had cſtabliſh'd a Ca- 
#holick, Church, upon ſome part of your Territozies, as he pre- 
tended that he had a right to do. The Pope, the Emperowr, and 
the King of Spain, had openly taken his part, by realon of the 
Concern of the Gathelick Religion, Tac moſt Chriftian King ha- 
ving been inform'd, That he had not any Right to eſtabliſh that 
Church, upon your Territorics, ſent a Meſſage to him, That if 
he did-not reſtore things, to the condition they wete in b. fore, 
and forbear making any alteration, he would openly grant you 
aſſiſtance againft him. 


You know, Sir, That the ſaid Prelate, fianding more in awe 
of the moſt Chriſtian King's Indignation, than relying on the 
Succours of the Pope, the Emperoxr,and the King of Sp1ingthou git 
it his beſt courſe, to renounce his Pretenſions, and to give over 
diſturbing you, If the moſt Chriftian King had done then, what 
you have done at the preſent, he would have been far «nough 
from entertaining ſo much as a thought of protecting you,being 
of the Reformed Religion, againſt a Biſhop, cſpcc.ally in a Cauſe, 
wherein the Intereſt of the Catholiok, Religion was concern'd, 


You know alſo, That the Emperoxn, and the King of Spain, 
who have a particular Alliance with the Catbolick Caxtons, are 
oblig'd to aſſiſt them, in c aſe they ſhould enter into a 'Warre 
againſt you, or againſt the other Proteſtant Cantons, Now it is 
manifeſt, That, upon ſuch occaſions, you cannot hope for any 
alliftance, bur from the moſt Chriftian King. It therefore you 
would not have your Forces to ſerve his molt Chriſtian Majeſty, 
againſt the Dutch, who are not your A llics, mecrly upon the 
ſcore of their proteiimg the ſame Religion, as you do, I do not 
ſee, how you can dcfire the molt Chriſtian King, to- grant you 
Forces, to ſerve you, who arc of the Reformed Religion, againtt 
the Catbolick Cantons, who arc of his Allies, as well as you, 


You know further, That the City of Geneva is under the 
protection of France, ever lince the time of Henry the Thixd,who 
granted it thereto againſt Philibert-Emanuel, Duke of Savoy, 
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All the Succefſors of that King have continu'd their prote&ion 
to the ſame City, againſt the Succefſors of that ancient Duke, 
who are the troubleſome Neighbours, and in a manner the only 
Enemies, whom that Republick has any cauſe to fear. 


You ſee then; by this procedure of Henry the Third,of France; 
and the Kings who ſucceeded him, That though they were ve- 
ry zealous for their Religion, yet they made no ſcruple, of giving 
their Prot: &ion to a Proteſtant-State, againk a Catbolick, Frince, 
Had your Politicks been known in the World, thoſe Princes 
would not have become guilty, of. what you think a greaf crime, 
Th:t a Kirg ſhould defend a State, profeiting a Religion diffe- 
rent from his own, againſt a Prince, who is of the fame Reli- 
gion with him. If this Maxim comes once to be eſtabliſh'd, you 
may very well fear, that the moſt Chriftian King,having his Eyes 
open'd by your: i/luminations, and following your cxarmple, 
may withd1iaw his Protection from Geneve, that fo he may 
avoid the Reproach, which may te made to him, of having 
fuccour'd a City of the Huguenot-Perſnaſion, againit a Prince of 
his own Religion., 


From this you may allo take this further meaſure, That the 
implicite afſcRion which you have for the D#tch, does expoſe 
you, as alſo the Proteftant-Cantony, and your Allies, to an evident 
danger, of not-receiving any more afliſtance from his molt Chri- 
ſtian Majefty, againſt a Catholick Prince, or State, It it ſhould, 
ever happen; that you-were concern'd in ſuch a War, the plau- 
fible pretence of Zeal for Religion, would prove very prejudicial 
to you, in depriving you of the Aſſiſtance of the molt Chriſtian 
King, who, certainly;/is the greate(ſt, or, to ſay better, the only 
Support and Refuge that you can have, Your Injuſtice there- 
fore,and your Ingratitude,are ſo much the greater, in as much as 
you cannot: deny, bur that France has many times openly given 
its Protection to the, Proteſtants, in-oppolition to the Catholickg. 


You know, That, for a long time, it allifted the Dutch,again(t 
the King of Spain, cverbetore thers was any open War between 
the Two Crowns, / 


You: 
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You know alſo, That France gave an Overt Proteion to the 
Proteſtant- Princes of Germany, againſt the Emperoxr, who had al. 
ready develied ſeveral of them of their Dominions, and would, 
undcr the pretenoe of Religion, become Malter of all Germasy, 
The late King, Lerwts XIH. made an Alliance with the King ct 
Swed n, againit the Houfr of Auſtria, and got that Prince to 
conie out of the remoter Parts cf the Nortb, to opp« fe the Am- 
bitious Deligns of that Houſe, to raiſe up the oppreſſed Princes, 
and to d« feud the Liberty of the Empite. 


After the Death-of Guſtavus Adolphus, France did again joyn 
its Arms, with thoſe of his Succefſors, and the Generals ot that 
Great King, in a continuance of its Protection to the Prot« ſtarts, 
and for the 1e clab'iſhing of thoſe Princ. s in their Territories, 
who had becn diſpoſſeſs'd of them. But, on the contrary, tie 
Houſe of Auſtria had the greatcſt part of its Alliar.c $ with tae 
Catholicks, againſt the Proteftants, 'Twas upon this, that the 
Adherents cf the Emperonr,and the King of Spain, took occaliun 
to publiſh Libels againſt the moſt Chriſtian King, whom they 
accus'd of being 2 ProtcAor. of Hereticky, and fighting for thum, 
againſt the Interc(ls of the Catbolick Religion, And yet all tive 
Accuſations which were put up againſt France, upon that (core, 
ob(tructed not its perſiſting in the Ripulations, it had made to its 
Allies, and continuing its ProteQtion to the Proteſtants, againit 
the Violence of the Emperoxr, who endeavour'd to opprels thei, 
Nay, the King of France is in a manner the only Catholick Prince, 
who allows the Proteſtants the Exerciſe of their Religion in his 
Dominions; whereas the King of Spain would never T. lerate, 
in his, the Exerciſe of any other Religion than the Catbolick, And 
the Emperour his forc'd all the Proteſtants out of his Heredic.ry 
Countries, And, both the Emperour, and the King of Spain, 
think it highly meticorious, in the (ight of God, to be the irrc- 
concileable Enemies, and implacable Perſecutors of thoſe whom 
they call Hereticks, 


la the mean, Reverend Sir, it appcais by your deportrr ent, 
That, |: t the Proteſtants be never ſo tranſcendently oblig'd to h 5s 
molt Chriſtian Majeſty, they ſhould (o little mind it, as that the 


only re({ntment they have, ſhoutd have no other objeR, = 
HS 
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the Calamitics, which the Dztch endure by the War, whercin 
he is now engzg'd againſt them. Your Compallion is ſo great for 
their Miſery, that you think you have a diſpenſation, to forget 
all the Kindneſſcs, which the moſt Chriſtian King hath done to 
thoſe of the Reformed Religion, and not ſo much as to refic&t on 
thoſe he may yet do you, in giving you afliltance againtt your 
Enemics, In a word, your Bowcls do fo yearn for thoſe poor 
Brethren of yours, the Dutch, that, provided their preſervation 
be ſecur'd,you do not much concern your {clf, what may become 
-of you, and all thoſc of the Reformed Religion. You are fo blind- 
ly infacuated, upon this ſubje&, that, provided you demonſtrate 
your good Inclinations for the Dtch,you ſeem to be indiffercnr, 
that you are thought a bad Hagzenot, and molt wretched Poli- 
tician, The Dutch, certainly , are the bcit Politicians in the 
World, for things relating to Religion, which they never made 
ary other Uſe of, thin that of accommodating it to the Intereſts 
of State, Nay they have alwaies bcen ſo little concern'd, at 
the danger of thoſe who profeſs'd the ſame Reformed Religion, 
that they made no (crvple at all, of entring into a War for their 
de/trucion,upun the pure ſcore of Money. 


Of which take this inſlance. I think you need not be in- 
form'd, Keverend Sir, how that the Dutch (ent a certain number 
of Ships, to the molt Chriſtian King, tor the reintorcing ot his 
Fleet, by which Rochell was then block'd up, That was, indecd, 
a War, upon the pure ſcore of Religion, in which the moſt Chri- 
flian King was engi1gd againſt his Subjes, to get out of their 
hands the fortify'd places, which they were pofſeſſ'd of, and 
would keep, to ſecure the obſervance of the Edidts, and the Ex- 
erciſe of their Religion, All the whole party of the Reformed- 
Reliyion, im France, were afraid, That as ſoon as the King ſhould 
have taken Rochell, he would abrogate the Edit of Nantes, and 
abſolutely take away the Exerciſc of the Calviniſticall Religion, 
All the other Reformed Princes, and States had the ſame appre- 
henſion, infomuch, that publick prayers were made in all parts 
for the preſervation of Ro-hell, as a City , on which depended 
the ſatety of all thoſe of the Reformed Religion, in France, They 
had the ſame thoughts in the United Provinces, and prayers 
were made to God, in all Churches, that ke would be graciouſly 

plcas'd, 
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_, pleavd , to preſerve Roebell, as the impregnable Fort of 
thoſe of the Reformed Religion. And yet the Dutch made no 
ſcruple of hiring out Ships, for money, to the then moſt Chr/ftian 
King, to promute the Deſtrution of a City, which, according to 
the apprchenſions of all the World, was cenainly to have conſe- 
quent thereto, that of our Reformed Religion, and of all thoſe 
who protcls'd it in the Dominions of France, Was there ever 
fecn any example of fo deteſiable an impiety, That aState,which 
makes a boaſt of being of the Reformation, ſhould have made no 
Conſcience, for money, of contributing to the Ruine of a great 
People, who make protetliion of the ſame Religion; and that at 
the very time, when, for the compleating of the Impicty, it 
order?d Prayers to be made to God, in the Churches, tor their 
Preſervation? This puts me in mind of the Emperour, Charler 
the Fifth, who caus'd publick Pray. 1s to be made, all over Spain, 
for the Liberty of Pope Clement the Sccond, whom he himſelf 
kept a Priſoner at Rome, in the Caltle of Saint Angelo, 


But there are yet ſome particular circumſtances in this ation 
. of the Datch, which do very much aggravate the horrour, and 
perhdiouſneſs of it. In the firſt place then, before the doing of 
any att of hoſtility againſt thoſe of Roche/l, and before they had 
made any declaration of being enemies, they endeavour'd, by Sur» 
prize, to become Malters of the Port. Though what I fay ſeems 
firange, and at ſome diltance from credibility, yet is there not any 
thing in the world more true. An illuſtrious perſon amongſt the 
Dutch, and the Author before by me cited, when I gave you an 
account of the affair of Amboyna, I mean Aitzema, in the Book cn= 
tituled The Lyon Combatant, pag. 241. ſets down at large this 
Hiſtory, of the deſign which the Datch had, to ſurprize Kocbell, 
Take hcre in expreſs terms what hc faies of it. 


On the fourth of July, in the Year 1625. Hawtyn, Admirall 
of Holland, appearcd before Recbell, with nineteen men of War. 
The Inhabitants of Rochel/ writ to him, as did alſo the Count De- 
la Val, tolet him know, what aſtoniſhment they were in, to {ce 
him in the poſture of an enemy, as being not able to imagine, that 
cicher the States, or the Prince of Orange, would have cntred into 
a war againſt the Reformed Religion. Hawtyn told thoſe ms = 
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brought h'm the Letters, that he could not return them any aft 
ſwer, till he had had ſome conference *with thoſe of the King's 
Councel, The next day he ſent them back to Rochell, with two 
of his own people, and told them, That he knew not whether they 
were come by the order of all-the Inhabitants, or of ſome part of 
them only, and that he was going to ſend to them, to be aſſur'd 
of it;and that in caſe they natal in their ſubjeQion to the King, 
they were notto fear any harm. In the mean time,thole Deputics 
having left him, in order to their going to Rochell, he came up, 
with part of his Fleet, very'near the City, which gave occafion 
to two men of Rochell, whom he had kept aboard,to tell him, That 
he did not deal fairly. Monſieur de Sonbize, having perceiv'd, 
that he was advanc'd with a good number of Ships, made-him 
tiand off, and one or two days after, he abſolutely defeated him, 
burnt his Vice- Admiral, and four or twe Ships, and kil'd him 
hve hundred men: ſo that the whole Fleet, being in great diſorder, 
got away as far-as Nantes. And this was the unhappy ſucceſs, 
which that perhdious man had, who, under pretence of friendlhip, 
would have ſurpriz'd the City, and ſo bctray'd it co:the King, 


After Hautyn had refitted his Fleet, he joyns that of the moſt 
Chriſtian King, commanded by Monſieur de Montmoreney, who 
would hight that of the Rochellers, afloon as he came in ſight of it, 
But news was brought him, That the D#tch Admiral would not 
be concern'd in the ation; for this reaſon, no doubt, that he was 
afraid to be b:aten once more. Montmorency preſſes him, and 
conjures him, not to deſert him in ſo important an occaſion. He 
alledges for his Excuſe, as we find in Gramend, Hiſt, Gall, pag. 
635, and 636, That without an expreſs Command from the 
States, he durſt not employ their Ships, to give a deciſive battel 
to the Proteftants of France, who were of the ſame Religion with 
his Maſters. Monſ. de Montmorency, bcing cxtreamly troubled, 
that the Dutch did, by their refuſal to hght, defeat him of the 
Fame, which he exp:ced infallibly to acquire, by the Victory, 
was forc'd, after a fruitleſs application of intreaties, and promiſes, 
to make Ule of an expedient, which ever prevails with the Dutch. 
He, with good palpable money, corrputed their whole Fleet, and 
<ngag'd thc Admiral, the Commanders, and the Soldiers, by oath, 
co fight againſt choſe of Rocbell,, So the molt Chriſtian King's 
ct 
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